Web: www.tlccdarwin.com.au
Email: secretary@tlccdarwin.com.au
Snail Mail: PO Box 42461, Casuarina NT, 0811

Welcome to the TLCC Darwin E - Magazine
We welcome all makes & models of 4x4.

Club activities offer a range of support and advice to members new to four wheel
driving through personal contact, training and a reference library.

When traveling with other club members, there is always the advantage of having
experienced & knowledgeable members along who are always willing to assist and
advice those less experienced.

4WD Driver training courses are available to members and new members are en-
couraged to participate. Comprehensive motor vehicle insurance with TCIS is avalil-
able through the National 4wd Council at very competitive rates to club members
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After meeting John, Caroline and Robyn at ] -~
Katherine at 7 am, the Greens and the Hills hapranum /3 1, g cKnartRiver
headed to Barkly Homestead with Russ ‘W =§

and Mandy who were leaving from Darwin
to meet us there later in the day. They
managed to get away at around 10 am af- JA

ter losing the keys to the camper trailer and %C""" o
having to stop at Bunnings to pick up a
master key. They finally arrived at around | i«
10.30 pm after having the air conditioner| / =
compressor seize near Larrimah.

Musgrave Roadhouse ____..-"- )

This necessitated our first itinerary change
so instead of heading north at Camooweal
we detoured to Mt Isa to have the air condi-
tioner repairs completed. Surprisingly no
one held any Landcruiser air conditioner | - A J\

parts in Mt Isa so they had to be flown in %:g : - Fa.m,m:‘ili:;::,. TE e o i
from Townsville. Once again the Greens |/ m——s \ ':“'*

and the Hills headed off early towards Nor-
manton with Russ and Mandy to catch up once repairs were completed.

During the day our Cruiser started to overheat, which was later diagnosed as a leaking head/head gas-
ket. This gave us some trouble for the remainder of the trip but we were able to nurse it home.

We stayed overnight at Normanton where we watched QLD win the State of Origin at the Purple Pub.
Normanton has a model of the largest saltie ever shot in the world. It is huge. There are some historical
buildings and sights in and around town that are worth a look and the bakery has a good selection of
pies. After having the air conditioner repaired the Peets managed to get to the Burke and Wills road-
house after leaving Mt Isa at around 2.30.

We all headed off from our respective campsites the following day and had our first stop at Croydon. This
is a beautiful town full of restored historic buildings and well worth exploring. That afternoon we all man-
aged to meet up again at Undara. John, Caroline, Robyn and the Hills booked a tour of the lava tubes for
the following day whilst Russ and Mandy decided to head off early to Cairns to buy a new air compressor
after theirs failed inflating another flat tyre (the first of many).

The Greens and Hills completed the 2 Hr tour of The Arches. This is one of the tours available at the
Undarra lava tubes. The tour consists of a bus trip out to the site and a walk down into either one or both




of the tube at this site. Which tubes are

visited depends on the water levels in
the tubes. The tour is complemented by
a very informative talk by the guide.
There are no self drive tours available.
After the tour we again headed north to |
Cairns to meet with Russ and Mandy.

Cairns is a beautiful city and is worth
spending a few days exploring. We will
return here for a holiday at some stage
in the future. From Cairns we headed |
towards Cooktown via the Bloomfield j
track as the CREB was closed due to |
landslides. The Bloomfield track winds
its way along the coast and features
steep hills, water crossings and fantastic
scenery. This track saw more use of first
gear than we expected with one ascent
approximately one kilometre long having
a concrete seal and requiring first gear
low range to complete the climb. This
track has some awesome views of the
coast.

The next day saw us travel through
Lakefield NP to Musgrave. This park
also has some fantastic scenery but
may be worthwhile visiting earlier in the
season as it was dry and dusty. There
are a number of campsites throughout
the park which generally require prior
booking particularly the more popular
spots.

From Musgrave we headed up to Chilli
Beach but due to the crowds could not
get a campsite. There were cars parked
beside the track and tents setup along it
as all the campsites were full. After a
look at the beach we regretfully retraced
our track back to [Cookds Hut in one of
the rainforest pockets in Iron Range NP.
Once there we spent one of the best
nights so far on the trip. We had the
campground almost to ourselves in a
fantastic setting. Whilst there we met
Eric, a Frenchman, who we had passed
earlier in the day walking along the road
in the park, John, Caroline and Robyn
had stopped and spoken to him and dis-
covered he was trying to get photographs of Green Pythons whilst in Australia. So after dark Caroline,
Robyn and the kids all headed off along the road in the rainforest with him on his hunt. All returned bar
Eric at around 8.00 Pm with no pythons spotted. Eric continued his hunt into the night and the following
morning proudly displayed the photos he had taken overnight of a beautiful Green Python about ¥2 hour
after the others left him.

After packing up we headed along Frenchmanés tr
lar Development road. This track follows a ridge and offers some fantastic photo opportunities with 360
degree views of the NP. We made it as far as the Pascoe River but decided against trying to cross with
the trailers. The crossing here is rocky with deep holes and was flowing pretty quickly. The exit cannot
be seen and with no volunteers to walk the crossing we decided discretion was the better part of valour
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