Web: www.tlccdarwin.com.au
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Email: secretary@tlccdarwin.com.au

Snail Mail: PO Box 42461, Casuarina NT, 0811

Welcome to the TLCC Darwin E -Magazine
We welcome all makes of 4X4

Club activities offer a range of support and advice to members new to four wheel
driving through personal contact, training and a reference library.

When travelling with other club members, there is always the advantage of having
experienced & knowledgeable members along who are always willing to assist and
advise those less experienced

4WD Driver Training courses are available to members and new members are
encouraged to participate. Comprehensive motor vehicle insurance with TCIS is
available through the National 4WD Council at competitive rates to club members




TLCC CLUB GENERAL MEETING
HELD AT THE DARWIN GUN CLUB ROOMS MICKET CREEK
3" February 2010

MEETING OPENED

Meeting opened at 8.00 pm

PRESENT

As per attendance book

APOLOGIES

Mickey & Kerri Barratt, Aaron and Charni Hore

VISITORS

Robert & Jamie, who drive a Ford Courier; Mark, who drives a 100 Series; Fritz & Helma, who drive a troopie; Kim & Chris,
who drive a Cruiser; Dale, who drives a 100 Series; and Sean dPet er Hi |l |l s brother.

NEW MEMBERS

New member packs for Sam and Garry Fox, and Peter and Lind
please see Peter Hill after the meeting

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Car ol pointed out that results of motion regarding postage
follows: 20 votes for the motion and 3 votes against the motion. Motion was carried.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING

We still need content for the magazine. Does not have to be trip reports, can be anything from your campsite set up to your
camping experiences. Magazine is a useful tool for getting information out to all club members, so keep your contributions
coming.

PRESI DENT38S REPORT

First tripping up meeting and social committee meeting were held on Monday night. Looks like we have another busy and full
year for 2010. Have a chat with Graeme if you are interested in any of the trips and would like some more information.
ANNOUNCEMENT: the committee voted to give Jackie and Alan life membership for the club. Jackie and Alan have been
members for the last 25 years and have made tremendous contributions to the club over those years. Alan introduced his
daughter Kelly, who some of the long term members may remember from a child. Although Alan and Jackie have been less
active in the club over the last couple of years, due to house sitting, they have enjoyed being in the club and would recom-
mend it to everyone. Alan thanked the club and said they appreciate the gesture immensely.

Rick and Robyn are leaving town for a while, packed up and becoming grey nomads. Happy travelling and keep in touch.
Graeme is also retiring from work and will have more time for trips and travelling d congratulations!
SECRETARY®S REPORT

Correspondence in:

Various 4WD magazines available for browsing or to take home

Letter from Australian Central regarding the merger with Savings & Loans

Australian Central Cheque Book

Letter from Association of TLCC of Australia regarding the Triennia TLCC conference

Letter from Department of Justice regarding Acquittal of Grant Monies

December and January Bank Statements

Cheque from Don Kyatt for advertising in the magazine and on the website for 2010

Various email via the website

Correspondence out:

Invoices to magazine and website advertisers

Various emails to club members

TREASURERGS REPORT

Currently have a healthy bank balance.

N.T. and NATIONAL 4WD ASSOCIATION

Meeting was held mid January. Focus on upgrading the website. The National Associations half yearly meeting is coming up
in Perth. Darren is going as Insurance Rep and John as President. If you have any questions you would like raised, please ask

John Pomeroy

TRIPPING UP

Were several successful trips run over the Christmas/New year break, including a new destireatio@ully.

John McClement and Graeme are running a GPS practical rally this weekend; please let them know if you are interested tonight.
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Trips coming up:

Ladies Day 814" February 8t ri p | eader s: Lisa Hill and Mel anie 0O6Del |l

TLCC members have filled the 4WD training weekend. There will be others during the year.

Lat Feb: Greg and Mitchell are running a GPS rally at Gunn Point

7™ March: Clean Up Australia Day

Easter: Mollies, Fishing on the Daly

ANZAC Day at Adelaide River

May & Daly River upstream fishing trip

Safety Gear & committee is submitting a submission for funding

Fred handed out a form designed to collect contact details prior to leaving on a trip 8 please provide feedback to the Tripping
Up committee

Details on tripping up page. Check the website for updates.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Thanks to those who attended the Family Day at the Territory Wildlife Park, a good day was had by all.

Planning is full steam ahead for the Bush Ball. Will be held on the 6 & 7 of August at Mount Bundy Station. They have caterin g
and all amenities if we require them, as well as swimming pool, fishing, bird watching, horse riding etc.

Will be announcing more family days through out the year 3 keep an eye on the website and magazine for updates

GENERAL BUSINESS

1. Email list: John McClement is setting up google groups for correspondence between meetings. Please check with Melanie to
make sure we have your correct email address so you keep up to date. Can email your addressto  secretary@tlccdarwin.com.au
2. The National TLCC conference is on this year, so if you are planning an interstate trip, you may want to coincide the two.

Will keep you updated as more details come through

3. John McClement suggested purchasing a club Satellite Phone or EPIRB to maintain contact for emergencies on trips. The
committee are looking into funding and how to purchase with no ongoing expense to the club & maybe club purchasing phone
outright and individual members purchasing sim cards to use the phone.

4. John McClement suggested putting photos next to names in the printed Members Contact Details list distributed to club
members, to help put faces to names. Would be nice to have a volunteer to take the photos at a club meeting.

Peter Hill has www.tlccdarwin.com.au stickers for $10 each and still plenty of smaller stickers for $2 each.

FOR SALE/WANTED

Eugene and Melanie are selling their roof top camper for $900 -$1000.
Robbie Hore has an Adventure Tray Back Camper for sale 8 as per advertisement on website
BUTCHERS AWARD

Peter Hill nominated Greg Hore. It is an unwritten rule in the club that we turn off our phones during the meeting. Pete nomi-
nated Greg for not having his phone turned off. Greg received 25 votes.

Bil l nomi nated Trixie. On the Bill&s Donga, Bull dog paskehtlfip

and wasndt sure she was going to make it, and then when she| gof
Trixie received 37 votes.

Peter Hill nomi nated Eugene for the biggest dummy spit. Confgr a
trip the withdrawal took its toll. The catalyst was when Melanie managed to get a tree stuck between the Hilux and the

camper trailer. Eugene had to unpack half the trailer to gegt t
about three kms carrying the chainsaw, refusing a lift with anyone. Then when we got to the camp site, it began to rain. Pete

and Lisa had their awning out for some shelter while it passed, and even thought Melanie moved in to make some room for

Eugene, he refused and stood in the rain with his hands on his hips, back to everyone saying they were not going to set up

camp 6cause they were going home. Everyone voted with both hanc
for the biggest dummy spit.

RAFFLE

No raffle this month.
NEXT MEETING
Next meeting will be on Wednesday 3 March 2010, at Micketts Creek. This will be a BBQ meeting, please bring a salad.

MEETING CLOSED
8.45pm.
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Please note that members should advise the trip leader by phone if intending to go on a club outing at least one week
prior to the trip (This information is required in case of number restrictions and club insurance purposes).
At this time you will be advised of the meeting place and time of departure.

Notes Members are welcome to bring along photos (on USB drive or disc) or DVDs of recent trips or relevant infor-

mation for showing via data projector at monthly Club meetings.

Please contact Graeme for more details on trips covered on these pages or to advise him of a trip you would like to

lead..

Sunday 14" February Feb 20/21 2010 February 27/28 Gunn Point GPS
Ladies Valentines Day Challenge t¢ Training Weekend Tabletop Track |Rally
Orchid Creek

Trip Leader: Peter Hill Trip Leaders: Eugene
Trip Leaders: Lisa Hill and Melanig Grade: 34 Mitchell Hore
O6Del | Fuel: Full tank

Activities: Navigate your way to
Activities: Sisters showing they car Activities: Your next opportunity to | selected locations using GPS. Learn
do it for themselves! Do the drive | become a fully certified four wheel |how to use GPS in bush conditions
then take a dive into a clear pool in| drive nut. and have some fun in an attractive
the shade. and interesting area.

Trip full

March 7th Clean Up Australia March 27/28 Black Cocky Gorge

Day

April 2 -5 Easter Trip to Mol-
Trip Leader: Greg Hore lies Dreaming
Trip Leader required i .

P g Activities: Wet season 4x4 trip into| 17 Leader: Greg Hore
spectacular gorge country. Camp

Activities: Come along and help | o . .
in majestic surroundings and enjoy

Activities: Enjoy a 4x4 trip and

the Friends of North Australia the wildlife relaxed camping in scenic area.
Railways to tidy up at The Nar- wildhi Maybe take a walk to some
rows. Further information to be nearby falls. Photography, re-
available at March general meet- laxing

ing.

April 2 -5 Easter Fishing Trip to Other trips proposed for May

the Dal April 24/25 Anzac Day July include:
y Trip to Adelaide River Daly upstream (boat trip)

. ) . Black Bull yard / Daly River

Trip Leader: Graeme Suckling Trip Leader: Peter Hill Hoods Duck Ponds day trip
S _ . Barbies Hot Springs

Activities: Barra f|sh|ng. Ca_mp "N Activities: Attendance at Anzac Crystal Falls/Daly R
comfort on grassy sites at Sin- Day service; social activities Channel Point Coastal Re-
clairds on the Da?yy. ' '

serve
Point Stuart
Cooinda/Mardugal

Trip Leaders are reminded that they are required to submit a completed Trip Record Sheet (available on the
website) via the Club Secretary to the Trip Ceordinator as soon as possible after the trip is completed. This is

required to comply with the terms of the Clubdés insurar




Longer trips in 2010

March 25 to April 12 Tasmania (Trip
Full)

Trip Leaders: Robbie and Helen Hore

Activities: Visit to the Apple Isle while
weather is excellent for travel and camp/

ing; enjoy great scenery, challenging 4x4 spares for very remote travel are requird

tracks, tall forest and real mountains!

Trip Full

June 21 to July 14. Rudall River in WA

Trip Leader: Fred Bisseling

Activities: Visit the most remote National

Park in WA. Vehicles must be in first
class condition and full recovery gear af

Once in a lifetime opportunity!

June 19 to July 11. Simpson Desert /
Hay River

Trip Leader: Greg Hore/Peter Hill
Activities: Chambers PillgrSimpson
dDesert, Hay River Track, Davenport

dRanges. An iconic Australian 4x4 trip

Members whishing to participate will

need to let Greg or Peter know as pernjit

applications are required to be submittg
a minimum of 3 months in advance.
Therefore members wishing to attend

have to confirm their attendance and pay

no later than 13 Mar 2010.

There is a refund policy which is avail-
able from the Direct4WD website.

Other trips being considered by Committee include:

Bull 6s Run i

lodged)

n

Litchfield

Kakadu Falls Trig June (subject to track accessibility)

Katherine Region TripsRobbie is working on some potential tripsvatch this space!

Please remember to provide comments on the new Trip Registration/information form to Fred or Graeme.

The next meeting

of
Committee welcomes your suggestions and comments on trips you would like to undertake in 2010. We also welcome yq
gestions for additional safety equipment to be included in our submission for Community Benefit Grant funding.

the Tripping Up

N a t mustiadvite ABKPrink2010 of mterest tdvedloy pdrmsituotboe

Committee wil|l be
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Bush Ball, Family days at Berry Springs, Howard Springs and wave pool, Boot and Bonnet Days at major sponsors.

I f you have any

i deas f
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FOR SALE

Rooftop Camper for sale $900 i $1000 See Mel & Eugene

Adventure Tray Back Camper for sale 8 $20,000 see Robbie & Helen

Waeco 70 litre fridge/freezer works very well $250.00
Oztrail 2.4 x 2.4 tent with centre pole and easy to put up never been used $100.00

Contact Rick & Robyn

House Sitters available 20 Mar @ 16 Apr and 16 May i 30 May 2010 Contact Alan and
Jackie

Further information for those members interested in participating in the Simpson
Desert/Hay River/Davenport Ranges trip 19 Jun 11 Jul 2010

Permits:

Simpson Deser{(To be arranged by participant)
Desert Parks Pass: $107.00 available online from Department for Environment and Heritage
Australia (http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks/visitor/onlinepass.html). Contains maps et

Hay River/ Batton Hill Camp (To be arranged by Greg and Peter)

Transit Fee $107.00

Camping at Batton Hill $18.00 per person per night under 5 free

Bush Tucker Tour $85.00 per person under 15 free

Permit applications are required to be submitted a minimum of 3 months in advance. Therefo
bers wishing to attend have to confirm their attendance and pay no later than 13 Mar 2010

Other Requirements:

Longest distance between fuel stops is 700-KBirdsville to Jervois (all desert driving).
Cashonly is accepted at Jervois for fuel!

6 Days food and water required for this part of the trip

Sand Flag required for the entire trip (Iless bitumen)

All vehicles should carry an additional 4 days emergency ration supply consisting of tinned an
foods.

Estimated Fuel Usage Simpson Desert portion (Mt Dare to Birdsville):
Landcruiser 1HZ 180lI, 3| Patrol 140l, Jeep & trailer 2101 and 2.8l Hilux 100l

South

e mem-

d dry




Australia Day Weekend in Kakadu.
Participants Derek and Carol McCarthy,
Peter, Leeanne and Adam Sims

Wayne and Lesley (friends of the Sims)

Derek and | met up with the Sims at Giraween Road intersection to head down the highway. The road was qui

et and v

had an easy trip down with a refreshment stop at Hayes Creek. Our intended destination was Kambolgie Creg¢k but
Wayne and Lesley who are based in Jabiru at the moment had obtained a camping permit from the Park Headquarter

camp at Fern Gully if we thought it was OK. We met along the Kakadu Highway and went to inspect our prosp

ective

camping area. It is a small area, 2 camper trailers and 1 tent just fitted in but very shady and the creek with crystal cle:

water very close by, so the decision was made to camp there.

Saturday was spent relaxing after we had set up camp. Plenty of dips in the water to stay cool, a bit of reading
small campfire for cooking and sitting around in the evening easily filled the day. Sunday had a leisurely start t
set off to Boulder Creek in the Yurmikmik walking trails. We stopped off at the Kambolgie camping area which
way now has a $5 per adult per night camping fee, and found the water in the creek was way down so there w
been no chance of cooling off in there. We carried on to Boulder Creek and a short walk took us to the swimm
We were the only ones there and again enjoyed swimming in crystal clear water. We returned to our campsite
and a relaxing afternoon. We shared a Pot Luck meal Sunday evening which as always was delicious, a chat
fire and off to bed, a bit of rain and thunder around but nothing to cause any problem.

In the wee small hours Derek and | were woken by the sound of voices and torch light, so not being able to se
was going on from inside our tent we decided to ¢
had woken to what he thought was the sound of the wind then decided it was too consistent a noise so decide
tigate only to see Wayneds generator about to fld
mark the water level and sat and had cups of tea while waiting to see what was going to happen. | think we we
planning a bit of an evacuation plan just in case, eventually the water level started to fall and it was determineg
safe to return to bed. Needless to say we were not quite so spritely out of bed that morning.

Monday there was a swimming trip to the Rockhole along with more relaxing, eating, drinking and chatting. Th
level was settling down and only a little rain but | have to say that evening our campsites were all ship shape a
thing put away, :

just in case.
Tuesday morning
saw us packing

home and work
or school the
next day for our
fellow travellers.
Once again we
had a good wee
end, thanks for
your company
everyone

Carol

and a

hen we
by the

ould ha
ng hole
for lunc
around 1
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d to inve
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re all
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Mandorah 5/6 December 2009

Bill & Lucy Hayes
Laurie Nicholson
Greg Hore
Rob Fisher and Trix Trojan

- ﬂ We met at the sales yard

% at Howard Springs where

— .

Lucy stumbled onto a Boot

Sale with a bargaini a

plastic set of draws the

size of a four door filing

cabinet. Problem now,

where to put it when the

car is packed for a camp-

ing trip? Luckily
entire back seat was

empty i wow what a mar-

vel . After Lucy©obs
spree we set off towards

044042609 Mandor ah. Di dnot
before we stopped at

Noonamah 7 someone had
flat batteries in their mobile UHF (might be a butchers nomination). No triple A batteries at Noonamah. Next
stop Berry Springs Hardware where Trix and Bill were really impressed with their range of goodsi they even
sell reading glasses, and we got the batteries. Well as you can see we got off to a pretty good start. After a
while we turned off and drove along an interesting bush track through Bulldog pass and a few washouts. A
cock-eyed-bob had been through the area and there were many trees and branches across the track. Others
before us had generally

made tracks around
the fallen trees but
there were times when
Lucybs stre
required to move some
large branches off the
track. We stopped at
No Water Springs - the
creek where we in-
tended to have lunch.
Further down the track
we did get to see some
water - in a saltwater
inlet where evidence of
the change in tide level
indicated spring tides.
After acquiring a few




more scratches on my b y " :

car we hit the main road ”» & Ay 'q_‘ i
again and headed to g {%
Bills Donga for lunch. :. Sou

.

Nice spot, good food,

tranquil surroundings

until crash, bang 7 Bill

had crashed his chair for
the 2" time in one week.
Fortunately
hurt and we were able to
resume our tour of Man-
dorah Township. First
we checked out the
beach, then the club
house, the jetty, and
onto the B2A4
Bomber wreck site. Fin-
ishing up with a look at
the magnetic ant mounds and enjoying an ice-cream at the shop.

That evening we supported the local club and had a nice meal there. | was very disappointed that there was no DJ
this time, nevertheless caught up with an old friend and got the tip for party time, but by the time you read this it will be
over.

Sunday we checked out twofella creek before splitting up with some of the group staying and some heading back to
Darwin.

Overall a good weekend with wildlife spotted including antilopine, wallabies, scrubfowl, stoney curlew and jabiru. The
bush tucker was good
too - | tried the fruit of the
Red bush apple and we

" | all enjoyed the green
plums.

Thanks Bill and Lucy for
making us so comfort-
able in your pad and
showing us around Man-

1 dorah.

Trix




KP TO THE RESCUE -
AGAIN

| had a call from one of
Graeme's (my son) mates last
week, he had been bogged for a
few days on the Marrakai flood
plains.

So new years eve morning
George Griffin and | with
Graeme's mate went out in 2 ve-
hicles to check it out, ends up we
got bogged as well, top of my
tyres were level with the ground.
It's the track that goes right just
before you get to the Adelaide
River on the Marrakai Rd

Time to ring KP on the sat phone,

he came out and checked out the
situation, not good he got bogged as well getting in but managed to get him self out using his winch. It's raining
cats and dogs by now and it's getting dark.

We decided to leave the vehicles out there for the night and come back in the morning, including KP's trailer with all
the equipment on board which he had dropped off before coming right in to where we were.

So we all got into KP's vehicle and just managed to get back to the road, driving through the rain at night in the
bush on a very very wet track, not much fun. We got home 11.30pm New Years Eve.

Next day and one of the creeks on the Marrakai Rd had come up over night and we couldn't get in so we all went
home and had a rest day instead.

We checked out Google Earth and found another track in, it's the one that ends up at the end of Owen Lagoon
Rd and just as well because another creek had come up the next day so we had to go that way anyway.

Spent all day getting the 3 vehicles out. Bloody hot work drank heaps of water. Would not have been able to do the
job without KP's experience the 2 quad bikes, Marsten matting, turfurs and all the other gear.

Just as well we got out when we did, it started raining as we were leaving the area, they had 90mils that night and it
hasn't stopped raining since with the low hanging around and a cyclone watch now. Robyn was happy to see our

tow vehicle back in the
driveway, seeing we just
bought a caravan.

| would like to take this
oppurtunity to thank KP for
his help, we would not
have been able to do it
without you mate and we
don't even want to go
there if we had not got the
vehicles out in time.

Cheers
Rick Proosdy




