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Hi all, 

The Dry Season has arrived, the cool dry weather is awesome. The great weather means the tourists and grey nomads have begun 

to fill up all the caravan parks and make finding a peaceful camp site near on impossible. This is where being a part of the Toyota 

LandCruiser Club pays off, we get access to permit only camping opportunities thanks to the MOU between 4WD NT and Parks and 

Wildlife. MOU trips are great to do during the dry season and long weekends when most other publicly accessible camping spots are 

over run by other locals and tourists alike. So keep an eye out for these opportunities, or put your hand up if you’re willing to lead a 

trip yourself. 

The Dry Season is always a busy time in the Top End, with all the local events being crammed in June, July, southern visitors coming 

up to enjoy the warms away from their wintery abodes, everyone trying to get out camping and making the most of weekends etc 

etc. We have the 4WD and camping Expo on June 22nd-23rd and the club will have a stall there again this year. We call on all mem-

bers to please check if you can offer some time over the weekend to assist manning the stall and help advertise the club to the 4WD 

and camping community. 

It is good to see trips being run including late minute opportunities (as has been the case recently), ideally it would be great to see 

trips advertised in advance of the trip date, to make it possible for members to be able to plan, so if anyone is thinking of going on a 

day trip, weekend trip, or extended trip in the coming months, please submit a trip intention form on the club website TLCCdar-

win.com.au ASAP so we can get it advertised to club members. 

We are currently working on a training theory evening to be held on Wed 19th June, which will be a fantastic opportunity for all club 

members to freshen up their knowledge and for new members to learn the basic principles of driving a 4WD. Thank you to Tighe for 

putting his hand up to make this possible. This training evening will be followed by more theory and practical training sessions to 

further enhance club member’s knowledge and experience. Obviously just attending club trips is also a very useful way of building 

knowledge and experience. 

Unfortunately, Jeff has had to step down from his position as club Secretary, due to work commitments, we thank Jeff for his contri-

bution through his time on the Committee. The Secretary role is vital for the running of the club and we really need to fill this vacan-

cy As soon as possible. It is an important role, if you are able to be able to assist for 30 mins each week as well as attending General 

and Committee Meetings then you are perfect for the job, so please have a think and get in touch with a committee member if you 

are interested in helping out. 

We still have the Tripping Up Co-Ordinator role also currently vacant, if you are interested in helping plan and encourage trips then 

please make yourself known, we would love to see this position filled.  

Finally, 30th June is the end of the Financial year, which means memberships are due. All renewals paid up during June will receive a 

club stubby holder at the July meeting, all renewals cover the next financial year to the 30th June 2020. Also any prospective mem-

bers that sign up in June just sign up for a full year membership in June and be covered until the 30th June 2020.   

 

Have fun  and get dirty, 

Stuart Wright 

President 

THE PRESIDENT’S SAY 



WHERE IS THIS ? 

 

  

From The Editor 

Please get all articles in for the magazine ASAP 

so it can be uploaded sooner rather than later. 

 

 

 

Where is this photo taken 



Where to find us 

  

TLCC Darwin has two Facebook pages. If you log into Facebook and search for: 

-Toyota Landcruiser Club Darwin - you will reach the public Facebook page 

-Toyota Land Cruiser Club Darwin (Closed Group) - you will be able to request to join the 
closed group. A page administrator from the club will then accept your request to join the 
page if you are a club member. This is the most active of the two pages. 

There is also a Photobucket account where members are encouraged to upload photos of 
trips and social events. All members can then look at the photos and they are very useful for 
the magazine. The website is www.photobucket.com , to gain access please contact the 
secretary. 

Don't forget members are also entitled to join the national TLCC discussion forum. There is a 
link our the web site and the address is http:// tlcc.ipbhost.com/. This discussion forum is on-
ly open to TLCC members. To obtain a login, apply via the website. 

Another popular forum for Toyota owners is Landcruiser Owners  Online http://www.lcool.org. 
It has sections for a range of different Toyota 4WD's. This is a moderated forum that you 
need to apply to join. Instructions are on their web site. 

 

 

 

 

Please be advised that trips and events announced in this publication are subject to change 

or cancellation at the Trip Leaders discretion. Please check our online Calendar, contact the 

Trip Leader or secretary for the latest information on trips and events. Please make sure you 

advise the Trip Leader at least one week prior to the trip/event if you wish to attend.  This is 

for club insurance purposes and to help the Trip Leader plan the trip/event, at this time you 

will be advised of the meeting place and time of departure. 

For a full and up to date trip list refer to the TLCC members calendar and 

elsewhere in this magazine 

Want to go for a drive, whole day out or a weekend away? 

Not sure where to go or how to get there? 

Contact the Tripping Up Committee and let us know! 

We have a wide range of places to go and things to do, ranging from fun in the mud to chal-

lenging treks along historic trails. We’ll help you get where you want to go! 

Trips will also be advertised on the Closed Group (Members only) Facebook page. 

 

http://www.photobucket.com/
http://www.lcool.org/
http://www.tlccdarwin.com.au/calendar.html


TRIP CALENDAR 

DATE   TRIP      TRIP LEADER 

8 Jun 19   Crocodile Falls 

22 Jun 19  4WD Camping & Fishing Expo 

29 Jun 19  Coburg Peninsula    Stuart Wright 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

DATE   EVENT    

23 Jun 19  La Beach fish and chips 

27 Jul 19   Lunch at Lola’s Pergola 

17 Aug 19  Bush Ball 

TRAINING 

DATE   TRAINING 

TBA 



NEXT MEETING 

JUNLY 2019 

The next General Meeting will be held 

at 6pm for the BBQ/meet n greet and 

then for a 7pm meeting start on 

Wednesday 3rd July 2019 at Gray Com-

munity Hall 

Please contact the Secretary or Presi-

dent for the time, date and location of 

the next Committee meeting. 

Please see website calendar or contact 

the Trip Coordinator  or Social Coordi-

nator for the time, date and location of 

the next trip or event. 

 

WHERE DO WE MEET IN JULY 

 

Please submit all content to be published in the Magazine to 

editor@tlccdarwin.com.au ASAP to be sure it will make the 

next Publication. The deadline for all content is the Monthly 

General Meeting, as we endeavour to publish the Emag 

within 2 weeks after the General Meeting for your perusal. 

• Take your photos on a high resolution setting and submit as 

large a file as practical and please remember to include details 

with your photos. I.E. Where, what trip and who was involved; 

• Submit trip reports in a word document or simple text file with photos 

either placed in document, or attached to the email with a reference to 

the desired location in the report. I.E. Insert photo 1 here. All efforts are 

made to keep your original format however stories may need to be 

modified to fit on the page.  We strive to make this publication both as 

informative and entertaining as possible and rely on members submis-

sions to fill the pages, if you want to see new content in the EMAG-

please let us know! 

OR - Bring your photos to the next meeting on a USB thumb drive 

and the editor will copy contents to her computer. 

  
Membership 

  
Membership Fees 

  
Single 

Membership 

  
Family 

Membership 

  
Associate 

Membership 

Joining Fee: 

$25.00 

(A once off fee for 

new memberships) 

Single 

Membership: 

$70.00 p.a. 

Family 

Membership: 

$90.00 p.a. 

Associate 

Membership: 

$50.00 p.a. 

Single and Family 

membership pro-
rata rates apply 



‘TLCC’ Stickers—$2.50      

‘Life begins in low range’ Stickers—$15 each  

Our thanks go to Gavin and his company Satellite Hire 

for the sponsorship of TLCC Darwin membership cards 

and name badges. 

Going Bush on that long awaited 4x4 Trip? 

Working in remote regions? 

If tour operators ensure they have one shouldn’t you? 

Going on that extended fishing trip? 

CONTACT US 

Phone 

1800 SATELLITE 

1800 728 355 

Email: hire@satellitehire.com.au 





TLCC Darwin Club History— Bicentennial Year 

Club Review    By Derek McCarthy 







Stewies Lookout Trip. 

 

The day started at 8 am at Noonamah for a trip that was going to another one for the books, at least 
for me any way. 

Trip leader Stuart and, Kylie lead a willing group of people, Mickey & Kerri Barratt, Jay Jukes & 
Nicolle Smith, Jonathan Kehler, Mat Palms and a really nice bloke in a Land Rover who pulled a cou-
ple of us out of a difficult situation, sorry mate cant remember your name and myself Dennis McAn-
drew and the daughter and friend Rachelle and Kiera. 

It was certainly a day that was exciting and proof that life does begin in Low Range, the first half of 
the trip was pretty uneventful, which was a good thing because the second half of the day became a 
day of recoveries, first myself helped out by Stuart then Stuart in the same place no escaping it, well 
for some of us anyway, if memory serves me correctly I got into the soft stuff more than once, then 
managed to find a line that not only proved to much for the 2 inch lift on the Prado, bloody great rock, 
but I also discovered rubber and tree stumps are not compatible, thanks Stuart for the help changing 
the Tyre in what can only be described as a typical Murphy's law situation, but a mud flap and a lot of 
track building by myself and Stuart, actually it was more rock breaking than track building we man-
aged to catch up with the group that was patiently waiting. 

So after tracking through some long grass and thanks to Mickeys memory and Jays GPS we man-
aged to make it to the creek crossing that would make one person ask why, and I'm sure Mickey 
asked that when not only did he get stuck trying to get out of the creek on the other side he also 
ripped a Tyre off the bead, and Murphy was there again, the truck was in a position that made a 15 
minute job into about 1 or 2 hours. 

And there was of course the good man in the Land Rover, once again I apologize  for my memory 
lapse( old Age) who managed to get his beast onto a log that couldn't be seen for the grass that most 
in the group would be forced to avoid, getting on was easy but unfortunately he required some assis-
tance to get off, Stuart and the mighty Land cruiser was there again hahaha. 

I would like to thank Stuart for leading us on what I consider to be a great day. 

Cheers Dennis      

 





 Coolalinga - 08 8983 1388 | Shop 20, 465 Stuart Hwy, Coolalinga NT 0839  





Members Rigs 

Member Name Jay Jukes 

Year/Make/Model 2005 Kimberley Kamper Platinum Edition 

Engine 4.5L Twin Turbo Diesel 

Transmission 6spd Auto 

Specs Rear fold Australian made camper 
Extended drawbar 
Extended 6.7m x 2.4m awning (nightmare to setup with 11 poles) 
Kwik 6.7m x 2m awning (4 poles!) 
70L Eutech Fridge 
Twin gas burner with grill 
Additional top storage box – great spot for spare, hoses, chainsaw, ramps etc 
Additional front storage box – ground sheets, hot water unit and other random things 
Heaps of storage in the front gullwing that can fit genset, AC unit as well as 2 x 20L jerry cans as 

well as a couple of bags of shoes, swimming gear or whatever else the kids decide to throw 
in 

Underbed slideout draw – spare food, winter clothes, solar panel and table 
2 x 4.5kg gas bottles 
130L of water storage 
12V plumbed water 
Manual hand pump 
12V shower pump that can run from the trailer or separate bucket 
210ah of AGM batteries to run everything including a couple of 12V fans 
Onboard 240V input and charger 
CTEK D250S 12V charger 
285/70/R17 on 200 Series cruiser rims (same as the tow car) 

  

Why did you buy this rig? We survived a 2 week trip to Lorella Springs in 2017 which we found with a growing family was just 
not big enough. The lack of room made setup/packup a game of tetris and not the quickest for 
overnight stops, and surviving with a single 50L fridge meant we were rationed to 2 x 375ml cans 
for cold drinks! 
  
I always liked the versatility of travelling without a trailer however it was obvious as the family grew 
that we needed something with a bit more room. We originally had our sights on a Patriot X1 but 
couldn’t justify $50k plus so we started looking at the second hand market and we found the 2005 
Kimberley Kamper Platinum. 
  
Being Australian made and not much more than a Chinese import we settled no what was a very 
tidy and well looked after unit that we picked up in June 2017. 

Where have you taken 
your rig? 

With everything packed ready to roll out of the shed its been far easier to go on those spontaneous 
trips at short notice. So much so I’ve even taken it when travelling solo without the missus as its so 
easy to flip over and have everything ready to go. I’d almost go as far as saying its quicker to flip 
over than my Darche swag! 
  
Since we’ve had it we’ve taken it on several adventures including El Questro, Adelaide River, Gun-
lom Falls, Darwin to Adelaide (via the Mereenie Loop to Uluru and back through the Oodnadatta 
Track and Lamberts Centre), as well as Lorella Springs in Easter 2019. 

What else do you want 
to do with the rig? 

Since getting it we have only made a few additions, the first being the extension of the drawbar to 
accommodate the spare wheels on the back of the Cruiser. Without the extension the spare used to 
hit the stone guard on the slightest of turns. 
  
The second mod we did was the Kwik awning which is far easier to set up. We are still working out 
how to pack up with it still attached and having the kids mattresses left on the bed. 
  
The last mod was a Bushranger gas hot water shower. We haven’t actually had to use it but the 
plumbing has come in handy to have a cold shower at Lamberts Centre in January, and a few places 
around Lorella Springs. 
  
At this point there isn’t really anything we would change. So far it has followed us everywhere we 
have gone without any dramas or limitations. For now we are happy to continue in the current 
form and see how many other places we can explore. 



Members Rigs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





If you’d like to join the social club or have any ideas for a social event, please contact 

Kat Wessling, Kylie Wright or Keri Barratt via the facebook page or so-

cial@tlccdarwin.com.au 

                                       SOCIAL UPDATE 

            BUTCHERS AWARD 

 

 

          CANTEEN RAFFLE              

                

           

                       MEAT TRAY 

                

 

 

 
  

Terrain Tamer  

content award 

 

                       MEAT TRA Y 2 

                

 

mailto:social@tlccdarwin.com.au
mailto:social@tlccdarwin.com.au


 
  

 

Mandy Virgen 

Jeff Verinder 

Gladys Hore 



 
  

 

 

It came to pass following an innocent 

little question at a club meeting re-

garding the possibility to go some-

where for a day trip on the Saturday 

or Sunday back 

in May 2019. It 

became a corker. 

Six Toyota’s and 

a Ford lined up 

in formation at 

the muster line 

(Noonamah Tav-

ern) at the usual 

0800 hours and 

had a final heads 

up regarding the 

proposed day 

activity. BTW no 

one was really sure if the six Toyo’s 

were needed to get the Ford out of 

trouble or was it the other way 

round) We were headed south to Li-

tchfield National Park and had a 

vague idea that the gated track was 

off to the left up near the Lost  City. 

Somehow it was located but I never 

did find out because being second last 

in a group of seven 4WD’s you don’t 

have to know….you just follow and 

make sure  the guy behind follows 

you. How we don’t get totally bushed 

I will never know. 

The first five or six  km were on a 

track carved through the bush by a 

bloke who had been on the 

turps….there were no straights any 

longer than a few metres and I swear 

every turn to the left was followed by 

several to the right. At least we were 

on nice flat ground on the plateau of 

Litchfield on a smooth track with 

powder fine chocking 

dust. (It might be 

wise to put a pre-

cleaner stocking/sock 

on the snorkel in-

take….i will next time! 

Closing in on the rim 

of the plateau things 

became a lot rockier 

and I thought to my-

self Hummmm…

water hot/spring/waterfall means we 

are probably going to go over the 

edge and sure enough around the 

next bend everyone was stopped and 

trying to get a look at the decent of 

about 150 metres: not that high but it 

was very steep and had a nasty switch 

back around a tree halfway up. Really 

weathered schist/ sandstone with lots 

of sand in between football sized 

rocks and the track was already 

ripped up by persons unknown with 

more power than sense. (Pleading the 

5th Amendment or whatever). 

We discovered county so amazingly 

different to the higher country once 

down the slope. Tall grasses on loamy 

soils with occasional seepage zones 

and small creeks and park like trees 

with great shade and plenty of room 

to pick a decent route. Finally the 

convoy halted and everyone jumped 

out and went exploring. We discov-

ered beautiful clear water cascading 

down small ledges a meter or so high. 

It was difficult to see the water it was 

so clear and also quite cold…

testament to a shady water course 

and a spring source nearby. We had 

found what is aptly called Crystal 

Springs.  Britany indicated that she 

would love to come back and camp at 

this spot however   i was not that sure 

as in my mind’s eye was the return 

climb up the hill. 

Later we were all queued up at the 

bottom and the first Toyota darted, 

weaved, scrambled and often leapt 

upwards digging great holes and 

throwing out boulders just to make 

the track a little harder for all who 

followed….and we all did the same. I 

was never camping down there as I 

would never get up the hill again but I 

am really wrapped, as were the other 

team members at seeing Crystal 

Springs before the road work to them 

was announced. The access should be 

completed prior to the start of the 

wet, 2019 and will provide access to 

new campsites for nine months per 

year.  

A bit of information regarding Toyota Landcruiser Club day trip: 8 hours, 30 km off 

road, 250 km total, 50 litres fuel, a bent exhaust and a chunk out of a tyre. 

Will Roestenberg 

I LOST SIGHT OF THE CAR 

BEHIND AND THE CAR IN-

FRONT WAS NOWHERE TO 

BE SEEN……WHATS WORSE 

I WAS AT A FORK IN THE 

TRACK! OUT WITH THE 

TRACKING SKILLS, LEFT OR 

RIGHT? ARGHHH….JUST 

FOLLOW THE CHOCKING 

DUST CLOUD 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS DAY TRIP  
Last “restricted entry” into an unspoilt wilderness 



TLCC Darwin Classifieds 
If you have something you would like to advertise in the monthly TLCC magazine, 

get your ad into the Editor editor@tlccdarwin.com before the next club meeting. 

mailto:editor@tlccdarwin.com


Social club – Mothers’ day breakfast  

 

May saw the arrival of Darwin’s cooler weather and a lovely mothers’ day breakfast at Darwin Trailer 
Boat club. The weather a bit crisper than usual, cardigans and jumpers were adorned and the views of 
the aqua marine sea soaked up while we waited… and waited for  coffee. The breakfast was tasty and the 
company of 15 other members and 5 mini members a chance to get to know new members more and 
catch up with members not seen in some time. Plenty of space for the kids to run around and a great 
playground and a sandy beach for some beach combing to walk off breakfast. A butchers’ nomination 
was potentially nabbed by Mickey for his inability to keep his hot chocolate in the cup and naturally, Ste-
phen W was on hand to capture the evidence on camera.  A lovely chilled breakfast in a great location 
whilst enjoying the company of other club members. Thank you to all who joined us that morning, was 
great to catch up with you all and hear what you’ve been up to and what your future 4x4 plans are. Until 
next time.  

 

The TLCC social team 

  

Keri, Kylie & Kat 

Thank you to Stephen Winfield as always, for the pics (evidence) 



Social Club Schedule June – August 
 
June 

Sunday 23rd - from 5pm 

La Beach Fish and Chips - 51 Marina Blvd CULLEN BAY 

If you've spent the weekend camping and aren't up to cooking dinner, or you've been to the 4WD boating & 
camping expo and want to grab a bite to eat before heading home, why not join us for a renowned Darwin 
sunset and fish and chips on the La Beach lawns with plenty of room for the kids to run around.  

 
BYO own picnic rugs, chairs and esky. Order from La Beach and enjoy your meal while watching the sun go 
down with great company.  

 

July 

Saturday 27th - 11:30am 

Lunch @ Lolas’ Pergola - 48 Marina Blvd CULLEN BAY 

Join us for lunch at one of Darwins' quirkiest establishments in a relaxing location with great views. Family friendly.  

RSVP by Friday 26th July 

 

AUGUST 

Saturday 17th - SAVE THE DATE - times and location to be advised 

2019 TLCC Bush Ball 

Arguably the Toyota Land cruiser clubs' night of nights, a fun family friendly afternoon and evening to celebrate the 
year that was. We are currently working on the finer details of this years' Bush Ball Celebration. Pop this date into 
your calendar and we will have more info for your soon.  

Fancy yourself a bit of a party planner? or have thought about helping out but not sure where to start?  if any club 
members are interested in assisting in the planning of the 2019 Bush Ball please get in contact. We'd love to have 
your help.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Keri, Kylie & Kat 





Trip Leader’s Guide for Short Trips 
Leading trips is an important task that club members undertake. This guide has been developed to help 

trip leaders understand the responsibilities of a trip leader. Contact the Tripping-up Coordinator with any 

queries. 

Initial Interest & Trip Coordination 

· Contact Tripping-up coordinator (tripping@tlccdarwin.com.au) or any member of the tripping-up commit-

tee if you are interested in running a trip. 

· Discuss the trip concept and location, if previous trips have been run in this area and if there are any 

electronic maps, trip summary sheets or other useful information. 

· Check whether preparation is required for trip (eg permits, keys, advance recon). Your committee 

member will assist you in this requirement. 

· Fill in the on-line Trip Proposal Form (http://www.tlccdarwin.com.au/trips.html).  This will automatically 

email the Tripping Coordinator who will then ensure an email is sent out to all club members with trip de-

tails: 

* Meeting time, date, place duration 

* Trip destination 

* Trip grade and description 

* Vehicle requirements 

* Trip Leader contact name, phone number, email 

* What to bring (eg overnight gear, recovery equipment etc) 

Meeting Point and Departure 

· Meeting times and location should be organised at a convenient location for people travelling from dif-

ferent locations and a time to suit the amount of travel/trip involved (usual locations include Reidy’s Lur-

es for east-bound (Arnhem Hwy) trips and McDonalds Coolalinga or Noonamah United for southbound 

trips) 

· Give briefing at start of trip as per the Trip Briefing (next page) 

· Fill in the trip form including names and vehicle registrations of participants; you may elect to ask indi-

viduals on arrival at the meeting point to complete the form for you. A clipboard is useful for this. 

· Ask for a nomination to write a trip report and ask them to submit their report to editor 

(editor@tlccdarwin.com.au) by the following weekend. 

· Remind and encourage people who are taking photos that the club has both Photobucket and 

Facebook sites to upload photos for all to share. 

· Arrange for someone to record GPS track of trip and send to the Information Manager 

(infoman@tlccdarwin.com.au) by the following weekend. 

Completion and Return 

· Contact the Tripping-up Coordinator to advise safe arrival home 

· Complete the Post Trip form (http://www.tlccdarwin.com.au/post_trip_report.html) which will 

then be emailed automatically to the Secretary (secretary@tlccdarwin.com.au) 

mailto:tripping@tlccdarwin.com.au
mailto:editor@tlccdarwin.com.au
mailto:infoman@tlccdarwin.com.au
http://www.tlccdarwin.com.au/post_trip_report.html
mailto:secretary@tlccdarwin.com.au


Trip Briefing & Safety 
This is a guideline to what should be discussed and organised at the meeting point, also additional points that 

will help to ensure that all participants have an enjoyable and safe trip. 

• Tail End Charlie to be appointed 

• UHF channel 10 normally used 

• All vehicles to observe road rules 

• Leave minimum three seconds to between each vehicle – at least double this in wet weather or difficult 

conditions 

• Each vehicle is to maintain position in the convoy and not pass trip leader 

• Vehicles leaving convoy to inform Tail End Charlie 

• At intersections and obstacles each vehicle must indicate and ensure the vehicle behind has negotiated 

the intersection or obstacle before proceeding 

• On steep/slippery hills, vehicle in front to reach crest before following vehicles commences climb or de-

scent 

• In river crossings, where possible, no two vehicles to be in water at the same time 

• Gates to be left as found 

For recoveries: 

* Trip leader to appoint a recovery leader 

* Safety to be highest priority 

* No one to be no less than 1 ½ lengths away from snatch straps and winch cables 

* All trip participants have the responsibility to ensure that any recovery equipment used during recovery oper-

ations on a club trip is designed, manufactured and rated for recovery purposes. All equipment used is to be 

stamped or carry the manufacturers tag stipulating the safe recovery rating of the item of equipment. 

* All vehicles must carry their own recovery equipment consistent with the grade of the trip including: tow strap, 

snatch strap, shovel and hand or electric winch 

* Rated recovery points must be fitted to all vehicles front and rear 

• All trip participants are to comply with the directions of the trip leader or the appointed recovery coordina-

tor unless safety would be compromised. Any member observing an unsafe practice or unsafe equipment 

has the responsibility to alert the trip leader or recovery coordinator who is to halt the recovery operation 

until the practice or equipment is made safe. 

• All drivers are responsible for their passengers 

• Members inviting visitors on trips are responsible for them 

• Members and visitors attending Club activities will abide by the decisions and directions of the trip leader 

for the safety of those attending, in respect of route to be taken, convoy procedure, fire precautions, care 

and respect of private property and dangerous weapons and materials. 

Members are discouraged from taking dogs on club trips. The Trip Leader may allow dogs however: 

* Dogs must not be taken into restricted areas such as national parks, unless approval has been sought from the 

landowner/National Parks 

* The animal must be under control at all times 

* The owner of the animal accepts sole responsibility for the animal and its actions 

* TLCC Darwin will in no way be held liable for any damages caused by or any actions taken by the animal. 



Ready to Go? 

 

Trip Grading 

A grading system of Levels 1-5 
is used to assist members in de-
ciding which trips they would en-
joy and which grade suits the 
drivers experience and ability. 
This system of grading is a guide 
only and may change due to 
weather conditions. The trip 
leader should be consulted in 
such circumstances. 

Grade 1 

Very easy with little if any 4X4     
involvement. Will usually consist 
of a scenic tour or an easy trip 
to a camp and/or towing unlike-
ly. 

Grade 2 

A relatively moderate 4X4 trip 
with winching and/or towing un-
likely 

Grade 3 

A medium 4X4 trip which requires 
cautions whilst driving. Winching 
and/or towing should not be re-
quired. 

Grade 4 

A moderately difficult 4X4 trip with 
some winching and/or towing al-
most a certainty. 

Grade 5 

An extremely difficult 4X4 trip.     
Participants must be experi-
enced at travelling over difficult 
terrain. Winching and/or towing 
will definitely be required and 
participants must have all their 
own recovery equipment. 

Remember to lock and unlock 
your hubs! 

Your vehicle should be fitted with 
towing points, painted yellow front 
and rear. 

Before the trip 

Obtain maps. If possible recce 
the trip and ask someone who 
has done it before. 

On the day 

Conduct a trip briefing, nominate 
scribe for the trip report., arrange 
convoy positions including Tail 
End Charlie. 

 Trip Briefing 

Check all present, introduce your-
self, new members, visitors, etc. 
Describe trip in general and de-
scribe any difficult or specific 
points in detail and planned stops. 

Important 

If you have suggested trips or 
would like to lead a trip, please 
see the trip coordinator at the 
next general meeting. These are 
held on the first Wednesday of 
every month. 

Convoy procedures 

Trip leader to appoint “Tail End 
Charlie” and UHF Channel 10. 
Observe road rules at all times. 
Leave at least 4 vehicle lengths 
between you and the vehicle in 
front. All vehicles are responsible 
for the following vehicle at turn 
offs, road crossings, and negotiat-
ing obstacles. 

Always maintain convoy position, 
except in unavoidable circum-
stances. No vehicle is to pass the 
Trip Leader unless in an emer-
gency. Vehicles leaving a 4WD 
convoy for any reason must in-
form the Trip Leader and “Tail 
End Charlie.” 

Hill Climbs 

When climbing a 4WD hill allow 
vehicle in front to get over the 
crest of the hill before you at-
tempt to follow. 

River Crossings 

No two vehicles should be in 

the water at any one time. 

Properties 

All gates are to be left as found! 

Recoveries 

In the event of a recovery or ac-
cident, the Trip Leader to ap-
point a “Recovery Boss.” Vehi-
cles to keep well clear of opera-
tion. When winches or snatch 
straps are being used, all per-
sons are to stand well clear of 
cables and straps (at least 1.5 
lengths, total cables and straps 
in use, in all directions is recom-
mended), or remain in own ve-
hicle. If you require the vehicle 
in front to stop, use radio, 
switch lights on and off or use 
horn. 

All drivers are responsible for 
their passengers at all times. 
Visitors on club trips are the re-
sponsibility of the people who 
invited them, but the Trip Leader 
should make sure that all visitors 
are conversant with these con-
voy procedures. 

All vehicles must carry their 
own recovery equipment, con-
sistent with the grade of the 
trip, which should consist of 
towing rope, strap, winch or 
turfor etc., and shovel. 

Trip Leader may make any other 
conditions for his particular trip at 
his own discretion. He must in-
form all participants of his inten-
tions before leaving. 








