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THE president’s say

Hi all, 

2021 seems to have kicked off with a bang. We are having a cracking 
start to the wet, which will slow things down a wee-bit with trips. But 
we will have a nice green dry with full swimming holes, which will be a 
nice change. 
The 50th plans are in full swing. Invites are out, so get on those early 
bird specials. 
It was great to see so many along to February’s meeting. Even better 
to see a full calendar for February and the rest of the year starting to fill 
up. 
With the threat of COVID lock downs still lingering in the back ground, 
now is the time to make the most of the freedoms we have.

Cheers Mickey
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WHERE DO WE MEET IN APRIL

Wednesday 7 april 2021 at 
palmerston game fishing club 

28 catalina rd, marlow lagoon NT 0830
BBQ starts at 6.00PM - Meeting at 7.00PM

14825 Protection Advert A4_ARB DARWIN_OL.indd   1 27/03/2015   11:23 am
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Here you will reach the public 
Facebook page

Here you will be able to request to join the 
closed group. A page administrator from the 
club will then accept your request to join the 

page if you are a club member. This is the 
most active of the two pages.

Don’t forget members are also entitled to join the national TLCC discussion forum. Here is a link to the 
web site is http:// tlcc.ipbhost.com/. This discussion forum is only open to TLCC members. To obtain a 
login, apply via the website.

Another popular forum for Toyota owners is Landcruiser Owners Online http://www.lcool.org.  It has 
sections for a range of different Toyota 4WD’s. This is a moderated forum that you need to apply to join. 
Instructions are on their web site.

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 

CLUB DARWIN

WHERE TO FIND US

TLCC DARWIN HAS T WO FACEBOOK PAGES. IF YOU LOG INTO FACEBOOK 

AND SEARCH FOR:

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 

CLUB DARWIN
(CLOSED GROUP)

 TRIPS & EVENTS

Please be advised that trips and events announced in this publica-
tion are subject to change or cancellation at the Trip Leaders discre-
tion. Please check our online Calendar, contact the Trip Leader or 

secretary for the latest information on trips and events. Please make 
sure you advise the Trip Leader at least one week prior to the trip/

event if you wish to attend. This is for club insurance purposes and to 
help the Trip Leader plan the trip/event, at this time you will be ad-

vised of the meeting place and time of departure.

For a full and up to date trip list refer to the TLCC members calen-
dar and elsewhere in this magazine

Want to go for a drive, whole day out or a weekend away?

Not sure where to go or how to get there?

Contact the Tripping Up Committee and let us know!

We have a wide range of places to go and things to do, ranging 
from fun in the mud to chal- lenging treks along historic trails. We’ll 

help you get where you want to go!

Trips will also be advertised on the Closed Group (Members only) 
Facebook page.
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MEMBERSHIP

Membership Fees:

Single Membership:

Family Membership

Associate Membership:

Joining Fee: $25.00

(A once off fee for new memberships)

Single Membership: $70.00 p.a.

Family Membership: $90.00 p.a.

Associate Membership: $50.00 p.a. Single and Family

membership pro- rata rates apply

 GUIDELINES FOR MAGAZINE CONTENT

Please submit all content to be published in the Magazine to editor@tlccdarwin.com.au or via Facebook 
Messenger ASAP to be sure it will make the next Publication. The deadline for all content is the Monthly 

General Meeting, as we endeavour to publish the Emag within 2 weeks after the General Meeting for your 
perusal.

• Take your photos on a high resolution setting and submit as large a file as practical and please remeber to 
include details with your photos. I.E. Where, what trip and who was involved;

• Submit trip reports by e-mail or messenger. All efforts are made to keep your original format however 
stories may need to be modified to fit on the page. We strive to make this publication both as informa-

tive and entertaining as possible and rely on members submissions to fill the pages, if you want to see new 
content in the EMAG- please let us know!

OR - Bring your photos to the next meeting on a USB thumb drive and the editor will copy contents to 
her/his computer.

Photos from the month’s trips will be displayed using a projector during the montly meetings.



social events notices (non TLCC Events)
Landcruiser Guinness WorLd record attempt!
Location: Strauss Airstrip Historic Site
Time: 0900

If you have a Landcruiser come along and we will try to make an attempt to have the most Landcruisers in 
one place at the same time. For further information http://fb.me/e/1idOEWBgl. Prados are not needed.

darWin 4Wd, BoatinG & campinG expo

Hi All, we hope this finds you doing well. We are touching base with the great news that the Darwin 4WD, 
Boating & Camping Expo is going ahead.  Mark the dates 26 & 27 June, 2021 and join us at the superb 
Darwin Showgrounds and Exhibition Centre for the next instalment of the Top End’s Premier Leisure Life-
style Showcase. We are thrilled to be able to confirm this year’s Expo is well on track and we look forward 
to sharing all the show detail with you as we gather pace and head towards the 26 & 27 of June.
Stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Kind regards,
Alan (on behalf of the Event Team)

support creW needed!
We are on the lookout for a support crew for one of the entrants from Darwin. For a better understanding 
of the event the link to the site is here http://desertchallenge.org/ and more specifically the link to the life 
of the support crew is here http://desertchallenge.org/crew/ and a day in the life of a rider http://desert-
challenge.org/a-typical-day/ and of course there is the Facebook presence which is a bit more active this 
year http://www.facebook.com/SimpsonDesertBikeChallenge/

This event is taking place annually for over 30 years and this year we had the unenviable task of cancelling 
due to Covid but next year will be bigger and better. From a fundraising point we have been supporting 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service and have raised over $300,000 during our association with them. We are 
often ased to provide support crews for riders some from overseas who are unable to provide their own 
for whatever reason. As a general rule the event is cost neutral for the support crew and is a great oppor-
tunity to experience the Simpson Deser as part of a mobile village with a great social camaraderie amongst 
everyone. The event starts at Purni Bore with a compulsory pre event update on the 27th September and 
culminates at Birdsville on the 2nd October with a dinner, prize giving and much hilarity. Everyone stays 
the ight at Birdsville and head off the next day. Tp get to Purni Bore I generally stop at Mt Dare hotal and 
fill up with fuel and a last good meal (that I dont have to cook) and then head off to Purni Bore. This would 
probably be the best approach from Darwin as well I guess.

The rider needing support is
Robert Cooper
Cheif Executive Officer
Larrakia Nation Aboriginal Corporation
ceo@larrakia.com
M 0429 696 689

Thanks and regards
Richard Dodd
President - Simpson Desert Bike Challenge
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Hi everyone,

A big welcome to our current and new members! Surprisingly through the covid 
period we have kept ourselves busy with social activities and it doesnt appear to be 
slowing down anytime soon! Here’s our current social calendar but you can keep up 
to date via our Facebook pages and website. 

March
3rd - Club Meeting - ARB
13th - Joint Event with Top End 4wd Club - Planet Ten Pin @ 6.30pm

April
7th - Club Meeting - PGFC (Palmerston Game Fishing Club)

May
5th - Club Meeting - PGFC

June
2nd - Club Meeting - PGFC

July
7th - Club Meeting - PGFC
Litchfeild Trips - TBC
17th - TLCC Darwin’s 50th Birthday Celebrations - Darwin Golf Links

August 
4th - Club Meeting - PGFC

September
1st - Club Meeting - PGFC
Father’s Day Brunch - Date TBC

October
6th - Club Meeting - PGFC

November
1st - Club Meeting - PGFC
TLCC Darwin Christmas Celebrations - Date TBC

December
1st - Club Meeting - PGFC
Orphans Christmas - Date TBC
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2020 Recap!!
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november Club Meeting
What a fabulous November club meeting! 
 
We had a special presentation given by Baydon Fawcett detailing his expedition into opening a new track 
in the Litchfeild Nation Park! These trips are hard going, the weather is hot and humid with a lot of track 
clearing in the blazing sun - by no means for the faint-hearted. We thank the team for helping create these 
tracks - for us later to enjoy!

A big congratulations go to our following members!
* Butchers Awars went to Neale for organising a club trip and then completely missing the track turn off - 
don’t worry we forgive ya, but have you heard of a GPS?
* CanTeen Raffle was up by.. OR was she scooped up?.. Keri Barratt!!
*Members Badge draw went to Derek McCarthy.

The last meeting of the year was all thanks to the lovely staff at Anaconda Darwin

“We would like to thank the staff from Anaconda for staying late and not only hosting our meeting 
but giving TLCC exclusive after-hours access to get out Christmas shopping done!!

Another thank you goes to out TLCC members for joining in on the fun throughout the year on club 
trips, 4WD training and attending social events such as the Bushball and Christmas Celebrations! 
Without you, we wouldn’t have such a great club! So, thank you!

2021 is shaping up to be a huge year! Our Club’s 50th Birthday celebrations will be held on the 17th 
July with the week prior for day trips and camping throughout Litchfeild. As well as many other so-
cial events and joint club activities. Its FULL steam ahead!

Till then, on behalf on the TLCC Committee, I would like to wish all our members and families a 
very merry and safe Christmas.

OH, what a feeling!! We survived 2020!

December Club Meeting
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2021 february club meeting
What an awesome start to the year with a huge turn out for our first club meet, was 
great to see so many new faces. We look forward to welcoming you to our future trips 
and club events!

A big thanks to Tighe for your tech talk presentation tonight on tyres. It was a valuable 
learning experience and an introduction into what your 4WD training has to offer! We 
eagerly wait for those training dates! 

Another thanks to Baydon and our club members who volunteer their time to be apart 
of 4WD NT. We don’t see all the hard work that goes on behind the scenes but we do 
get to benefit from more tracks being opened up and potential new areas to explore 
and camp on. 

Winners for the night!

Leigh Travis - Butchers Award Winner and took home the light bar kit provided by ANA-
CONDA DARIWN. 
Baydon Fawcett - Members Badge Draw Meat Tray Winner
Glen Rositer - CanTeen Raffle Winner (We apologise for the stick figure but you left be-
fore the paparazzi could snap a pic) won a great camp light provided by club sponsor 
ARB DARWIN. 

For all Trip reports & photos, magazine content such as camp oven recipes, camp-
ing hacks, your member rigs, for sale items and anything else contact Chris and Stacey. 
Magazine to be published by end of month.
Email: Editor@tlccdarwin.com.au

Social coordinator / 50th committee / Membership
For all social events, 50th Birthday Celebrations info, membership enquires or if you 
would like to run a club social/trip event get in contact with Stacey. 
Email: Social@tlccdarwin.com.au 

Toyota Land Cruiser Club Darwin’s 50th Birthday Celebrations Facebook Page - Click on 
the link below 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173054590826434/

It was great to see so many visitors come along. For those visitors and anyone else inter-
ested in becoming a member of the club, simply search Toyota LandCruiser Club Dar-
win to find our closed group, or click below.
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Upcoming Trips!

April School Holiday Trip -

Destination Lorella Springs Wilderness Park

Trip Leader Chris Blackham-Davison

Departure Date & Time Saturday 10 April 2021

Meeting Location Noonamah servo. TBC

Expected Return Time Saturday 19 April 2021

Description of Activities Camping, 4wd, swimming

Trip Grade Various

Suggested Fuel Usage full tanks with top up - suggest you have some extra Jerry 
can as fuel is expensive at Lorella Springs.

Special Requirements Camping Gears, or book a room.

Suitable for Trailers yes

Trip Leader Email deafncrazy@gmail.com

Trip Leader Phone 0427897170 (SMS)

Minimum Recovery Equipment Required snap strap

Permit Required Nil - admission/camping fees apply

July School Holiday Trip -

Destination Coober Pedy to Darwin via Binns Track

Trip Leader Chris Blackham-Davison

Departure Date & Time Darwin - depart Saturday 26 June - Wednesday 20 June - 
Coober Pedy

Meeting Location TBC

Expected Return Time Saturday 19 April 2021 - on time to join the Club trip to 
Litchfield or finish up in darwin

Description of Activities Camping, 4wd, swimming

Trip Grade Various

Suggested Fuel Usage 3000 km

Special Requirements Camping Gears, or book a room.

Suitable for Trailers yes

Trip Leader Email deafncrazy@gmail.com

Trip Leader Phone 0427897170 (SMS)

Minimum Recovery Equipment Required snap strap

Permit Required Desert Park for Dalhousie Springs
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Valentines weekend away in 
Cooinda

What a romantic weekend away..

 Duncan, Amy and the children started early at the resort on Friday evening. Chris 
comes along looking for true love. We believe Mickey, with Keri and children must of 

been in a romantic mood as they arrived at Cooinda at midnight.  
We wonder if Mickey left his golden shoe behind?

We all enjoyed a swim Saturday morning before leaving at midday to have a romantic 
lunch in town. After spending an hour looking around Jabiru we discovered that the 

only place we could have a romantic lunch was at the crocodile hotel..

Soon after Chris who was still looking for true love decided to go on a Yellow water 
boat cruise.   We believe he had a romantic time but still came home without a true 

love.

Sunday - Valatine’s Day – we again had a swim in the pool with Chris still looking for 
true love.  At lunch time we gave up and headed for Bark Hut for a quick snack – Chris 

was still looking for his true love but was unable to find one.

We soon left and headed to the Rice Rock Carving before heading home.  

Attentee:
Chris Blackham-Davison

Mickey, Keri Barratt and family
Duncan Harrison and Amy Higgins and family

And by the way, Chris is still available!

(Written by Chris)
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Adelaide River Run
A last minute trip was planned the night before, and we ended up with 
a total of 3 cars. The Barratt’s in the ranger, Leigh in his chopped up 

troopy dual cab. And Ronny and his boys in the oombi express, the trusty 
79 series dual cab. 

We went and had a look at a few of the lower tracks and campsites. There 
was a bit of water around. There was one section where a few cars had 
been bogged recently leaving quite a few deep holes. The mighty ranger 
managed to tip toe around them with a bit of lucky tyre placement. 

Leigh’s cruiser wasn’t soo lucky, he turned away from the deep ruts, but 
his LandCruiser had other plans and slid right in them. 

A quick recovery had him back on the hard stuff. 
Next up was Ronny, he channeled his inner Jeremy Clarkson and decided 
to try the “more power” plan. Luckily his 79 was not lacking any power, 
and his 35 helped him clear the ruts. After a bit of mud flinging he was 

through too. 

After this we made it to the first waterfall swimming hole of the day. 
Kids had a quick swim and we were on our way, heading up the hills. 

We headed to the top of Robin Falls without incident. Had a swim and 
some lunch. 

On the way out, we were not soo fortunate. Leigh had the misfortune of 
breaking the studs on his axle, making his cruiser a front wheel drive. We  

covered up the hub to keep the grit out and made our way out. 
We come to a fork in the road and we had to choose between 2 hillclimbs 
to get out. After I drive one, it was determined the other was probably 

the easiest option. 
Just to be safe Ronny hooked up a strap and towed him up the steep hill. 

It was a nice slow controlled trip up the hill and before we knew it we 
were back on the black top heading home.

Mickey.
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Stewies Lookout!
Stewies lookout MOU trip on Saturday 7th Nov went off without a hitch, other than the delayed arrival of the trip leader..... 

7 cars in total and we welcomed Des and Maree on their first TLCC trip after joining the club. They’ve got a sensational 
looking 78 series Landcruiser with airbags in the rear instead of leaf springs (flexes extremely well!!) We left Noonamah at 
830am with Dennis leading up the rear as tail-end Charlie (ensuring that any chance of tyres damage occurred ahead of 

him)!!
Pretty uneventful trip on the bitumen to the edge of Litchfield National Park at a sedate pace (Gary did mention he was 
missing a turbo on his 105 series). I’m blaming my map for freezing just before the turn off and we all overshot the turn 

off by 100m or so. Funnily enough we had a couple of randoms pull over assuming we were stopping for good reason, a 
Toyota Corolla and a small motor home, who after realising we were a group decided to rejoin and leave us. 

We all aired down at the park boundary and continued down the fence line, stopping a few times for photos of buffalo. 
Not long after setting off Dennis had an unexpected stop to let out a wasp (whom he didn’t have time to name apparently) 

which decided to get intimate with him while driving. Luckily he was able to convince it to vacate without further issues. 
Along the way we came across an old cracked 20 litre water Jerry can which Des made room for in his canopy. Big thanks to 

Tony and Des for picking this up and disposing it, doing our bit to clean up tracks along the way. 
We reached the finniss river after a smooth run (Gary did mention his Focus would have made it that far). Turning right at 
the Finniss is where it went from a grade 2 to a high grade 3, with no signs of a track for the first km or so, pushing down 

windscreen height grass in the hope of not finding a rock or tree stump hidden to cause damage. We managed to meander 
our way further into the park (luckily no cycads for Tony and Mandy to get intimate with this time) with a few technical 

points to navigate and some track building required with rocks to prevent damage. 
We came up to a sandy creek where the intended crossing was too washed out so Tony unpacked his electric chainsaw 
(don’t knock it..... best thing since sliced bread the old Makita!!), donned his ass-less chaps and went to work on clearing 

some small saplings while we winched a fallen tree out of the creek bed. Jay managed to walk through the soft sand and 
out the other side with no issues (thanks to 35’s and lockers). Next to attack the crossing was Dennis in his 150 series Prado 
who managed to make it look as difficult as getting my 11 year old to clean her room and do the dishes, but with the right 

line and added momentum popped up and across the other side. The remainder of vehicles made it look easy, although 
Des and Maree managed a huge wheel-up, toilet paper requiring moment which luckily ended with successfully landing all 

4 wheels solidly back on the ground!!
We came through a rainforest section where folding of the mirrors was required (mainly on the lard ass patrol) to clear 
some tight sections where we stopped for lunch around 1230. Quite slow going up to this point as the track was near 

invisible, only following an old plotted map from previous trips, although it was mentioned that the track at the back of the 
pack appeared to be well worn and were oblivious to our whining at the front.  Once we cleared the rainforest we came up 
against a technical section crossing a creek with some awkwardly positioned tree roots (thanks nature!!). Some good spot-
ting and tyre placement prevented any panel or sill damage and we commenced the climb up the escarpment to Stewies 

Lookout. Good tyre placement on the climb prevented any tyre damage (plenty of sharp protruding rocks) and we all made 
it in one piece, apart from some “memories” (scratches) along the way. Quick stop at the top of the lookout after finding the 
sign where we had to convince the newbies Des and Maree not to do the old “Toyota Starjump” off the rocks in front of the 

sign for fear of a knee injury (joking). 
We reversed direction and trundled back down the escarpment where we met the tree root creek crossing which was chal-

lenging to overcome, but with correct tyre placement and a bump of momentum (lockers helped for some) we all man-
aged to climb out of the creek with no damage. 

The trip out to the fence line was reasonably quick due to now knowing the track and obstacles we came against. We 
crossed the finniss river again, where the thick bamboo had a disagreement with Gary’s brand new UHF aerial and gave 

it an unfortunate touch up. We lined up for a quick photo and to remove any collected grass before trundling back down 
the fence line to the bitumen where we aired up and watched Jonathan make a hot, strong coffee for the drive home. We 

rolled into Coolalinga around 6pm where we all went our separate ways. 
Overall a good trip with the drivers technical ability tested and we all enjoyed the trip. Jonathan did find he’d lost his 

speedo on the way home, hopefully just a wire on the transfer case had come off, yet to determine. 
Thanks to everyone who came, and big thanks to Des and Maree for letting us take you on your first TLCC Trip. I hope you 
weren’t too late to your game Des!! Special thanks must go to Dennis for escaping without tyre damage the whole trip!!
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Pine Creek Trip
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The trip started with Chris arriving at the Pine creek resort on Friday night.  The next 
morning we found out that Chris had driven to Katherine Hospital with Shingles.   

We all then decided that we  would all disappear from Pine Creek before Chris get 
back and spread Shingle onto us and went to Umbrella Gorge.  On route to the 
gorge we found a backpacker bogged in the mud trying to avoid a creek crossing.   
Not sure how we did it as the car was a lemon and had a broken towbar but we 
managed to get them out of the bog and we sent them off never to be seen again.   
We head off to Umbrella Gorge and walked along the walking track in the gorge 
and had a swim before we went back to Pine Creek.

We arrived back to Pine Creek to find Chris fast asleep in his cabin.  After much 
shouting we tried to wake Chris up only to realise that he cant hear as he was deaf 
and his cochlear devices was switched off – and Tamari was wagging her tail to us!

Finally Chris did wake up and we went across the road to the Lazy Lizard Tavern.

The next morning  Chris was fast asleep  and we went off to Ikoymarrwa Rockhole 
and look out.  We had a swim there and then we went off to Boucher Creek for a 
swim before having lunch and visting around the area.That night we had lunch 
again at Pine Creek

Monday morning, we head off back home stopping at Robins Falls  - Chris was still 
too sick to drive and Peta had to drive Chris’s car.  Upon arrival at Robin Falls we 
went for a walk to the falls before we went our way and head off.
Thanks to Matt  for organising the trip

Matt, Gary Huckel, Kylie Wright, Peta Jones,Chris Blackham-Davison, Lions Hearing Dog Tamari.



notices!!
We are cal l ing the NT Government to not release the tender unti l  i t ’s  conducted some public consultat ion.  We 

are not against a moderate price increase,  but hold great concerns with an onl ine booking system.If  you share 

our concerns,  please let  your local  member.HTTPS://FOURWHEELDRIVENT.COM/A-CALL-TO-HOLD-PARKS-ON-
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TRIP LEADER’S GUIDE 
FOR SHORT TRIPS

LEADING TRIPS IS AN IMPORTANT TASK THAT CLUB MEMBERS UNDERTAKE. THIS GUIDE 

HAS BEEN DEVELOPED TO HELP TRIP LEADERS UNDERSTAND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF A 

TRIP LEADER. CONTACT THE TRIPPING-UP COORDINATOR WITH ANY QUERIES.

Initial Interest & Trip Coordination

· Contact Tripping-up coordinator (tripping@tlccdar-
win.com.au) or any member of the tripping-up commit-
tee if you are interested in running a trip.

· Discuss the trip concept and location, if previous trips 
have been run in this area and if there are any electronic 
maps, trip summary sheets or other useful information.

· Check whether preparation is required for trip (eg per-
mits, keys, advance recon). Your committee member will 
assist you in this requirement.

· Fill in the on-line Trip Proposal Form (http://www.
tlccdarwin.com.au/trips.html). This will automatically 
email the Tripping Coordinator who will then ensure an 
email is sent out to all club members with trip de- tails:

* Meeting time, date, place duration *

* Trip destination

* Trip grade and description

* Vehicle requirements

* Trip Leader contact name, phone number, email

* What to bring (eg overnight gear, recovery equipment 
etc) Meeting Point and Departure

· Meeting times and location should be organised at a 
convenient location for people travelling from different 
locations and a time to suit the amount of travel/trip 

involved (usual locations include Reidy’s Lur- es for east-
bound (Arnhem Hwy) trips and McDonalds Coolalinga 
or Noonamah United for southbound trips)

· Give briefing at start of trip as per the Trip Briefing 
(next page)

· Fill in the trip form including names and vehicle regis-
trations of participants; you may elect to ask indi- vidu-
als on arrival at the meeting point to complete the form 
for you. A clipboard is useful for this.

· Ask for a nomination to write a trip report and ask 
them to submit their report to editor (editor@tlccdar-
win.com.au) by the following weekend.

· Remind and encourage people who are taking photos 
that the club has both Photobucket and Facebook sites 
to upload photos for all to share.

· Arrange for someone to record GPS track of trip and 
send to the Information Manager (infoman@tlccdarwin.
com.au) by the following weekend.

Completion and Return

· Contact the Tripping-up Coordinator to advise safe 
arrival home

· Complete the Post Trip form (http://www.tlccdar-
win.com.au/post_trip_report.html) which will then 
be emailed automatically to the Secretary (secretary@
tlccdarwin.com.au)



Before the trip:

On the day:

Trip Briefing:

Convoy procedures:

Important:
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THIS IS A GUIDELINE TO WHAT SHOULD BE DISCUSSED AND ORGANISED AT THE MEETING 

POINT,  ALSO ADDITIONAL POINTS THAT WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS 

HAVE AN ENJOYABLE AND SAFE TRIP.

• Tail End Charlie to be appointed

• UHF channel 10 normally used

• All vehicles to observe road rules

• Leave minimum three seconds to between each vehicle 
– at least double this in wet weather or difficult condi-
tions

• Each vehicle is to maintain position in the convoy and 
not pass trip leader

• Vehicles leaving convoy to inform Tail End Charlie

• At intersections and obstacles each vehicle must indi-
cate and ensure the vehicle behind has negotiated the 
intersection or obstacle before proceeding

• On steep/slippery hills, vehicle in front to reach crest 
before following vehicles commences climb or de- scent

• In river crossings, where possible, no two vehicles to be 
in water at the same time

• Gates to be left as found

For recoveries:

* Trip leader to appoint a recovery leader

* Safety to be highest priority

* No one to be no less than 1 1⁄2 lengths away from 
snatch straps and winch cables

* All trip participants have the responsibility to ensure 
that any recovery equipment used during recovery oper- 
ations on a club trip is designed, manufactured and 
rated for recovery purposes. All equipment used is to be 
stamped or carry the manufacturers tag stipulating the 
safe recovery rating of the item of equipment.

* All vehicles must carry their own recovery equipment 
consistent with the grade of the trip including: tow strap, 
snatch strap, shovel and hand or electric winch

* Rated recovery points must be fitted to all vehicles 
front and rear

• All trip participants are to comply with the directions 
of the trip leader or the appointed recovery coordina- 
tor unless safety would be compromised. Any member 
observing an unsafe practice or unsafe equipment has 
the responsibility to alert the trip leader or recovery 
coordinator who is to halt the recovery operation until 
the practice or equipment is made safe.

• All drivers are responsible for their passengers

• Members inviting visitors on trips are responsible for 
them

• Members and visitors attending Club activities will 
abide by the decisions and directions of the trip leader 
for the safety of those attending, in respect of route to 
be taken, convoy procedure, fire precautions, care and 
respect of private property and dangerous weapons and 
materials.

Members are discouraged from taking dogs on club 
trips. The Trip Leader may allow dogs however:

* Dogs must not be taken into restricted areas such as 
national parks, unless approval has been sought from the 
landowner/National Parks

* The animal must be under control at all times

* The owner of the animal accepts sole responsibility for 
the animal and its actions

* TLCC Darwin will in no way be held liable for any 
damages caused by or any actions taken by the animal.

TRIP BRIEFING & SAFETY

Obtain maps. If possible recce the trip and ask someone who 
has done it before.

Conduct a trip briefing, nominate scribe for the trip report., 
arrange convoy positions including Tail End Charlie.

Check all present, introduce your- self, new members, visi-
tors, etc. Describe trip in general and de- scribe any difficult 
or specific points in detail and planned stops.

If you have suggested trips or would like to lead a trip, please 
see the trip coordinator at the next general meeting. These 
are held on the first Wednesday of every month.

Trip leader to appoint “Tail End Charlie” and UHF Channel 
10. Observe road rules at all times. Leave at least 4 vehicle 
lengths between you and the vehicle in front. All vehicles are 
responsible for the following vehicle at turn offs, road cross-
ings, and negotiat- ing obstacles.
Always maintain convoy position, except in unavoidable cir-
cum- stances. No vehicle is to pass the Trip Leader unless in 
an emer- gency. Vehicles leaving a 4WD convoy for any rea-
son must in- form the Trip Leader and “Tail End Charlie.”

READY TO GO?



Grade 1:

Grade 2:

Grade 3:

Grade 4:

Grade 5:

Hill Climbs:

River Crossing:

Properties:

Recoveries:

When climbing a 4WD hill allow vehicle in front to get over the crest of 
the hill before you attempt to follow.

No two vehicles should be in the water at any one time.

All gates are to be left as found!

In the event of a recovery or ac- cident, the Trip Leader to ap- point 
a “Recovery Boss.” Vehi- cles to keep well clear of opera- tion. When 
winches or snatch straps are being used, all per- sons are to stand well 
clear of cables and straps (at least 1.5 lengths, total cables and straps in 
use, in all directions is recom- mended), or remain in own ve- hicle. If 
you require the vehicle in front to stop, use radio, switch lights on and off 
or use horn.

All drivers are responsible for their passengers at all times. Visitors on 
club trips are the re- sponsibility of the people who invited them, but the 
Trip Leader should make sure that all visitors are conversant with these 
con- voy procedures.

All vehicles must carry their own recovery equipment, con- sistent with 
the grade of the trip, which should consist of towing rope, strap, winch or 
turfor etc., and shovel.

Trip Leader may make any other conditions for his particular trip at his 
own discretion. He must in- form all participants of his inten- tions be-
fore leaving.
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Very easy with little if any 4X4 involvement. Will usually consist 
of a scenic tour or an easy trip to a camp and/or towing unlikely.

A relatively moderate 4X4 trip with winching and/or towing un-
likely.

A medium 4X4 trip which requires cautions whilst driving. 
Winching and/or towing should not be required.

A moderately difficult 4X4 trip with some winching and/or tow-
ing almost a certainty.

An extremely difficult 4X4 trip. Participants must be experi- 
enced at travelling over difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing 
will definitely be required and participants must have all their 
own recovery equipment.

Remember to lock and unlock your hubs!

Your vehicle should be fitted with towing points, painted yellow 
front and rear.

A GRADING SYSTEM OF LEVELS 1-5 IS USED TO ASSIST MEMBERS IN DE- CIDING WHICH 

TRIPS THEY WOULD EN- JOY AND WHICH GRADE SUITS THE DRIVERS EXPERIENCE AND 

ABILITY.  THIS SYSTEM OF GRADING IS A GUIDE ONLY AND MAY CHANGE DUE TO WEATHER 

CONDITIONS. THE TRIP LEADER SHOULD BE CONSULTED IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES.

TRIP GRADE OFFROAD



THESE ARE OBJECTS,  PARTS & ACCESSORIES,  EVEN CARS 
AND TRAILERS FOR SALE BY OUR TLCCDARWIN 

MEMBERS.
IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING FOR SALE AND WOULD LIKE 

TO SHARE IT WITH THE CLUB, SEND A DESCRIPTION AND 
PICTURES TO EDITOR@TLCCDARWIN.COM.AU AND IT WILL 

BE POSTED IN THE NEXT E-MAG.
YOU CAN ALSO POST IT ON THE TLCCDARWIN FACEBOOK 
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ENJOY AND BE SAFE! For sale 
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