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Welcome to 2022, well ok we are three months in sheesh. But
this is the first Presidents Report for 2022, so Welcome to 2022!
The year has started slowly, with a social weekend trip to Pine Creek and the
annual Cooinda Valentine’s trip.
The club trailer has finally been finished and looks awesome, it seems other
TLCC’s are envious of how good it looks as I have been getting requests for photos
of it lol.
The new committee are working hard on several fronts to get events and trips
happening as well as raising our profile, working with our sponsors etc.
The next major event is the 4WD and Camping Show June 25 and 26 at the
Darwin Showgrounds. The club will have area there, and we will be looking for
vehicles to put on show as well as people to man the venue during the weekend.
More information on this as the event gets closer.
As I mentioned at the March General meeting, we need a new Club Member of
the Year Trophy as the old one is full, so I put it to the members to come
up with ideas for a new trophy. So any ideas please email me
president@tlccdarwin.com.au.
The reminder of 2022 is looking good so far with what events and trips we have
planned; however no matter what planning is done we need you the club
members to join in and attend the events and trips but also to put your hand up
to lead trips as well. It is not hard and scary, and we can ensure we have older
members on hand to assist.
But without Trip Leaders we can not run trips, as the same people who have lead
trips are still leading trips and maybe they want to be led not lead anymore lol.
New blood, and enthusiasm is what we are looking for, so please think about it.
Any questions talk to committee members at the meetings, Facebook message us,
email. Ask questions is all we ask.
Neale Townley
President TLCC Darwin
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Vale Malcolm “Mal” Stewart
The NT 4wd community has lost one of its great
champions on Sunday 20 March 2022 with the
passing of Mal Stewart.
For decades Mal has been an active member and
life member of the Top End Four Wheel Drive Club.
He was also the longest serving current member
and secretary of Australian National Four Wheel
Drive Council (4WD Australia)
He had also been the driving force in Four Wheel Drive NT, being the
president for the best part of a decade. He played a great roll in establishing
the relationship Four Wheel Drive NT has with Northern Territory Parks and
Wildlife. He played a pivotal role in developing new locations, including
Central Valley. Clubs are still reaping the rewards of his efforts through
greater access to parts of the park that had been closed off for decades.
He was an extremely well travelled person, and had seen more of the
Territory and Northern Australia than most could ever dream to.
TLCC Darwin extend deepest condolences to Dory, Paul and Katie and
Mal’s extended family.
Funeral will be held on 12 April from 1.30pm at Resthaven Chapel, Marrara.
Wake to follow at The Venue @ Fannie Bay from 3pm.

TLCC Darwin’s monthly raffle proceeds are donated to Canteen.
We’ll be donating $762 in the next couple of weeks.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Canteen is an Australian not-for-profit that provides free and
tailored support to young people aged 12-25 who are
impacted by cancer. Whether they are dealing with their own diagnosis, a
close family member’s cancer or the death of a loved one, Canteen provides:
• connection with peers in similar situations through events and programs
• free counselling and individual support
• 24/7 online support services for young people and parents
• access to free information and resources
• specialist support services for young cancer patients
All support services are underpinned by Canteen’s research and evaluation
team who conduct world-class psychosocial research with the ultimate goal
of transforming the lives of young people affected by cancer.
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Thanks to a grant from the NT Government’s
Community Benefit Fund the club has been
able to update our flags, banners and trailer.
As our President so eloquently put it, we are
“wrapped” with how well the trailer turned out.
A big shout out to Sign City for their work on the design.
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NT Parks Masterplan 2022 - 2052
Information sourced 22 March 2022 from https://haveyoursay.nt.gov.au/parksmasterplan

Phase 1 consultation is now closed.
Thank you to everyone who completed the NT
Parks Masterplan discussion paper survey, your
feedback is an important part of the
consultation process and with phase 1
complete the summary of feedback is available.
Have Your Say on the NT Parks Masterplan
development.

The Northern Territory Government is
developing a new Masterplan that will provide
a clear vision for the future of the Territory’s
parks and reserves from 2022–2052. It will map out ways to enhance visitor enjoyment and
community engagement, as well as exploring new business and economic opportunities in
partnership with Aboriginal Traditional Owners.
Feedback from Territorians is encouraged, to better understand what the community wants from
their parks, and how the Government can work to meet these aspirations.
The first phase was the consultation paper with phase 2 being the draft Masterplan that will be made
available for feedback.
The completed plan is expected to be released, upon completion of community consultation in
November 2022.
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The NT Parks booking system is now live.
Information is available from nt.gov.au/park-bookings and parkbookings.nt.gov.au/web.
Where you can camp
There are more than 80 national parks and reserves, covering over 50,000 square kilometres of land
in the Northern Territory.
Most parks and reserves in the NT have grounds set aside for camping that you can use at any time unless they are closed due to seasonal weather.
Find out where you can camp at nt.gov.au/parks/camping/campgrounds.
Campgrounds have a range of facilities and fees, information on the different categories and fees is
available at nt.gov.au/parks/camping/fees.
Book and pay online
You must book and pay online for designated campsites. Remember you can't pay at the park. Find
out more about the booking system at nt.gov.au/parks/camping/how-to-use-parks-booking-system.
Get help
If you need help with your booking or creating an account, call the Customer Service Team on
1300 281 121. The team is available 7 days a week between 8.30am and 4:00pm, Australian Central
Standard Time. When you call, have your email address used to make your booking handy.
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GEAR TO GET YOU THERE
If you love your camping and touring, then you're going to love the #ARB Slide
Kitchen which has revolutionised the way to carry your cooking gear. Focusing on
efficiency, and ease of use, the ARB Slide Kitchen sets up in just 15 seconds and
pulls out from the back of your 4WD ute or wagon.
It features;



7 Litre sink



Stainless steel cooktop



Utensils drawer



3-burner gas stove



Ample bench preparation space

This compact unit packs neatly away in one simple-to-use drawer, keeping the
back of your 4WD neat and tidy making it the most practical addition to any
serious tourer.
Head into ARB Darwin to see it in action, test it out and have one installed!

AR B D AR W I N
892 Stuart Highway Pinelands, NT 0828
Phone (08) 8947 2262
Email darwin@arb.com.au

FIND OUT MORE //
https://bit.ly/SlideKitchen
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TLCC Darwin have been invited to have a
spot at the upcoming expo.
This is a fantastic opportunity for our
members to showcase the club and
encourage new members to join, not to
mention checking out all the other cool fun
stuff on display.
The committee will be putting a call out
closer to the date for people willing to
showcase their vehicles.
More importantly we will need volunteers to
help man the display throughout the
weekend. Please let us know if you can help!

Keep your eyes peeled
for more info on the
TLCC Darwin and
Darwin 4wd, Boating &
Camping Expo
Facebook pages.

10

HINTS, TIPS AND SHARED KNOWLEDGE
We asked some of our members what one item or piece of kit
they absolutely had to take with them when 4wding or camping?
Here are their answers!
Mickey said Spares
Spare parts for your car. Every single person
should carry some form of spare parts in their
car. What spare parts depends on a few things.
How remote you are planning on going and how
tough you think you may be on your car. How
big / heavy is the spare and what’s the
alternative if you don’t have it. Also if your
make / model has any known common issues.
Don’t think you have to have the knowledge to
fit the parts your self. You don’t, that is
something that you can get advice on in the
event you may need it. Someone either with
you, or just passing by may have the
knowledge. Or if you are by your self, you can
call someone who can walk you through it.
At a minimum everyone
should have a set of
spare belts, hoses and
filters for your make and
model of car. Don Kyats
in Winnellie sell Terrain
Tamer parts. I like their
gear as they sell kits all
done up for your car so
you don’t have to know
exactly what you have
to ask for.
I remember on one trip at Adelaide River, Mick
Cahill managed to get water into his air box and
wet the air filter. If this happens you have 2
options. Stay put for a day trying and dry out the
filter (which would be a challenge in the wet) or
drive with out a filter and risk doing thousands of
dollars damage to your motor. Or if you have a
spare you take the 2 minutes, drop a new one in
and continue on with the trip unfazed.
Same with belts, one trip to Red Rock, Woody
put a stick into his belt, it nicked and damaged 4
out of the 6 wires running in the flat belt.

After spending an hour digging in the back of his
troopy, he couldn’t find his spare. Luckily we
managed to clip the damaged bits of the belt off
and it held up to get us back to the tar where his
father brought down a spare. But it was a very
tense drive out.
Also used a fuel filter on our Coburg trip. Not on
our car, but a random hilux. They managed to
leave their fuel cap at Jabiru and then drive the
dust track all the way to Coburg, only noticing
just before arriving. They stuffed the filler with
rags, but by then the damage was done. They
went to start it the next day, but the fuel filter
was totally clogged up and not letting any fuel
through. That’s where we found out that a fuel
filter for a Ranger will fit a Hilux. If it didn’t they
would have been stuck there until they could get
a filter flown in.
Wheel studs is another one that is quite small
and easy to stash away. But can be trip ending
with out them. I managed to break 4 out of 6 on
a rear wheel in my old Triton on a Madigan’s
Line crossing in the Simpson. I had the parts but
no clue how to change them. But Pete Hill
walked me through it and we were back on the
road in no time.
Wheel bearings is also a small part that if in the
unlikely event that you have one collapse it
stops you dead. Some makes also needs a
special tool to change them. We did a mid track
wheel bearing change on Graeme Steers 100
one year. He had the parts and the tool to do it,
it wasn’t a 5 min job, but we got it done.
When I was planning for the Ombi Track in
remote Kimberly, in the wet, we knew it was
going to be a tough track. Both the risk and
remoteness level stepped up. So I went all out
with spares, CVs, rack ends, fuel tank repair
kits, plastic tank repair kits, tapes, chemi weld.
All sorts of things.
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Sue-Ellen says my first aid kit- that wards off bad juu-juu (if I don't
have it all then I need it), good coffee making is essential to calm
savage beasts, and camp with people you like otherwise you
may as well stay at home picking your toenails cause that's
about the same fun level ☺
Bonus answer from Steve—the one essential item for
4wding is a 4wd!
The Story of Kelly - I first saw Kelly in Karratha 8
years ago and was smitten at once, finally I could
have a fire where no fire was allowed. Kelly is, if
you don’t know a kettle to heat water and has a
little fire pit of its own underneath. In the
beginning we did not have a gas stove and
camped all over the place for some years just with
Kelly to heat water. I became a hunter/gatherer
searching for twigs and leaves to fuel the little fire. Even now that
we have a gas stove and proper kettle, I will always take Kelly with
us on trips. It has become a part of our gear and some of you may
have seen me foraging for twigs and leaves because every now and
again I must get Kelly out and use it. Gotta Love a Kelly from Tania

Tammy’s must have item is
a Thermacell specifically the
backpacker version. This
thing keeps the
mozzies, midges,
flies at bay for up to
4 hours per pad.
The gas canister
means it stands
on its own, there
is no mess and best of all
there is hardly any smell!

Mickey’s tip continued:
A few days in, we had an issue where my front tyres were pointing opposite directions. This could
have been a show stopper. Whilst I was digging around behind the back seat there was talks about
trying to weld a spanner to the broken rod to limp it out. There was quite a bit of concern about the
trip being over. But then to the shock and relief of everyone else I was with I pulled out the exact
part we needed. Again, I had no idea how to change one, but having mechanics on hand to talk me
through it, and we were back on the road in 15 mins.
Have a chat with
your mechanic.
Find out what is
possible to fix track
side and what is
not. On the same
trip above I did a
starter motor. Now I
wasn’t carrying one, and luckily just by fluke we were in reception when it went. But it took 4 days
to get one shipped to Kununurra (100 kms away) and in that time, the car was totally immobile. I
think I will carry one from now on, just because it’s small enough. And being an auto, if it fails the
car is useless. But in saying that, if I had a V8 Cruiser I wouldn’t bother, as I don’t think that that
would be replaceable trackside. I was rather chuffed to have change the starter motor. I felt a bit
like an obstetrician, pulling a large thing out of a tiny hole.
So short story long. Spares. Spares will be the first purchase I make for my new 80, and it’s
probably something that gets over looked by people as they have a fear that they don’t know how
to fit them, so they don’t bother carrying them.
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We had a small turnout
for the 1st meeting of
2022 down at the
Palmerston Game
Fishing Club Inc.
We hope to see you all
for the next meeting!

Butcher’s Award
Chris Blackham-Davidson

for getting bogged with his
brand new offroad caravan
on the way to Pine Creek.
Variety of items kindly
donated by ARB Darwin

Members Badge Draw

CanTeen Raffle

Deb Maynard

Tania Townley

$50 Seafood Voucher

CTEK Pro Batter Charger

Donated by Mr Barra

Donated by ARB Darwin
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Butcher’s Award
John Pomeroy
on way out to Cooinda, fills
up spare Jerry Cans from
sons diesel tank to save $$ on
getting fuel, he then topped
up his car up using the jerry
cans and comes in stinking of
diesel all in the name of
saving a few dollars
$50 Seafood Voucher
Donated by Mr Barra

Members Badge Draw

CanTeen Raffle

Mickey Barratt

Tighe McIntyre

Bush saw

$50 Voucher from Camping
World Darwin and
Shackle & Bottle Opener

Donated by ARB Darwin

Donated by ARB Darwin
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WARNING: These are extremely tasty; however, overconsumption is not
recommended for people with heart conditions. Eat at your own risk.

Ingredients
2kg pork belly, skin removed
5 tbsp sweet dry rub
2 tbsp honey
150g butter, cubed
½ cup brown sugar
BBQ sauce
Method
1. Cut the pork belly into four centimetre cubes. Cover the
pork belly cubes in the dry rub. If you have a grilling
basket, put the pork belly in and grill over the campfire
until you get a nice char. This adds a delicious smoky
flavour but isn’t essential to the process.
2. Add the pork belly cubes to a disposable BBQ tray that
fits in your camp oven. Drizzle honey, sugar and cut up
butter over the top. Cover the tray with foil and then put
it in your camp oven.
3. Put the lid on the camp oven and cook with coals on top
for 2.5 hours. After 2.5 hours or when the pork belly
cubes feel squishy, remove the foil. Add a few squirts of
BBQ sauce and toss the cubes in the sauce and pan
juices. Cook for another 30 minutes without the foil
until the sauce mixture is sticky. Serve immediately!
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Ingredients
400g can sweetened condensed milk
2 pack of Oreo cookies (275g)

350g white chocolate melts
Baking Paper
Method

1. Line a 21cm square baking dish with baking paper. If you
don’t have a baking dish handy, any container of similar
size that is wide and shallow and that can fit into your
camping fridge will do.
2. In a small saucepan, heat the condensed milk and add
the white chocolate, stirring until melted. Remove from
heat.
3. Place all but four Oreo cookies into a zip lock bag or
folded clean tea towel. Break into large chunks (around
quarters and eighths in size). Mix the broken biscuits
into the chocolate mixture and pour into the prepared
container/tray.
4. Take the last four Oreo cookies and, in the same bag or
tea towel, crush into crumbs. Sprinkle over the top of
the fudge and gently press into mixture with the back of
a spoon. Refrigerate for at least an hour,
cut into 25 pieces.
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Social Coordinator Kylie Wright has been working hard at keeping you
social — check out the planned events below. Keep your eyes peeled on
the Facebook Group (Members only) for additional events and details.
If you are heading out for a picnic, scenic drive or just having a quiet
few watching the sunset somewhere, add the details to the Facebook
page and turn it into a club social event.
Date

Event/Location/Details

Saturday 2 April 2022 @ 6pm

Sunset at Cullen Bay. Join Kylie at Cullen Bay
to watch the sunset. BYO chairs, drinks,
nibbles or buy some food.

Sunday 8 May 2022

Mother’s Day lunch—Location to be confirmed

August/September (TBC)

TLCC Darwin Bushball

Spotted on the TLCC Darwin Facebook Page—Sue-Ellen an eagle eyed
viewer of Nine News
Darwin managed to snap
this pic of none other than
Tony Virgen sporting his
TLCC member shirt and a
impressive looking Barra!
Well done Tony!
Of course you cant get
your face on TV (and then
Facebook) without a little
bit of ribbing!
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Please be advised that trips and events
announced in this publication are subject
to change or cancellation at the Trip
Leader’s discretion.
Please make sure you advise the Trip
Leader at least one week prior to the
trip/event if you wish to attend.
This is for club insurance purposes and to
help the Trip Leader plan the trip/event,
at this time you will be advised of the
meeting place and time of departure.

For a full and up to date trip list please check our online Calendar, and on the Closed
Facebook Group (Members only). Contact the Trip Leader or Secretary for the latest
information on trips and events.
Want to go for a drive, whole day out or a weekend away? Not sure where to go or
how to get there? Do you want to be a Trip Leader but unsure what to do?

Contact the Tripping Up Committee and let us know! We have a wide range of places
to go and things to do, ranging from fun in the mud to challenging treks along historic
trails. We’re also giving you the chance to be a Learner Trip Leader, by teaming up
with our more experienced members. We’ll help you get where you want to go!
Date

Trip/Event

Trip Leader

15-18 April 2022 (Easter long
weekend)

EOI — Litchfield (Permit trip)

Mickey Barratt

23-25 April 2022 (ANZAC Day Adelaide River Dawn Service
long weekend)
Camping at the show grounds

Neale Townley

30 April—2 May (May Day

Old Coach Road—pending access

Mickey Barratt

June—(TBC)

Bill’s Donga

Bill Hayes

11-13 June 2022 (Queen’s B’day Old Coach Road
long weekend)

Tammy Smart

16 July—6 August 2022

Center Trip including Alice, Rainbow
Deb & Terry
Valley, Marla, Oodnadatta, Chambers Maynard
Pillar and much more!

14-18 October 2022

TLCC National Gathering
Dunsborough WA

TBC

2023

EOI—Madigan’s Line

TBC
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TRI P L E AD E R ’ S G UI DE FOR SHORT TRI PS
Leading trips is an important task that Club Members undertake. This guide
has been developed to help Trip Leaders understand their responsibilities
when leading a trip. Contact the Tripping-Up Coordinator with any queries.

Initial Interest & Trip Coordination
•

•

•

•

Contact Tripping-Up Coordinator
(tripping@tlccdarwin.com.au) or any
member of the tripping-up committee if
you are interested in running a trip.
Discuss the trip concept and location, if
previous trips have been run in this area
and if there are any electronic maps, trip
summary sheets or other useful
information.
Check whether preparation is required for
trip (eg permits, keys, advance recon).
Your committee member will assist you in
this requirement.
Fill in the online Trip Proposal Form at
http://www.tlccdarwin.com.au/trips.html.
This will automatically email the TrippingUp Coordinator who will then ensure an
email is sent out to all club members with
the following trip details:


Meeting time, date, departure point



Trip destination and duration



Trip grade and description



Vehicle requirements



What to bring (eg overnight gear,
recovery equipment etc)



Trip Leader contact name, phone
number, email

Heading Out
•

Give briefing at start of trip as per the Trip
Briefing (see next page).

•

Fill in the trip form including names and
vehicle registrations of participants; you
may elect to ask individuals on arrival at
the meeting point to complete the form
for you. A clipboard is useful for this.

•

Ask for a nomination to write a trip report
and ask them to submit their report to
editor (editor@tlccdarwin.com.au) by the
following weekend.

•

Remind and encourage people who are
taking photos that the club has both
Photobucket and Facebook sites to upload
photos for all to share.

•

Arrange for someone to record GPS track
of trip and send to the Information
Manager (infoman@tlccdarwin.com.au)
by the following weekend.

Completion and Return
•

Contact the Tripping-up Coordinator to
advise safe arrival home

•

Complete the Post Trip form
(http://www.tlccdarwin.com.au/
post_trip_report.html) which will then be
emailed automatically to the Secretary
(secretary@tlccdarwin.com.au).

Meeting times and departure points should be organised at a convenient location for people
travelling from different locations and a time to su
of travel/trip involved.
Usual locations include Reidy’s Lures for east- bound (Arnhem Hwy) trips and McDonalds
Coolalinga or Noonamah United for southbound trips.
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TRI P B R I E F I N G & SAFETY
This is a guideline to what should be discussed and organised at the meeting
point prior to heading out on a trip. These points will help to ensure that all
participants have an enjoyable and safe trip.
General Info
• Tail End Charlie to be appointed.

•

No one to be no less than 1 1⁄2 lengths
away from snatch straps and winch cables.

•

UHF channel 10 normally used.

•

•

All vehicles to observe road rules.

•

Leave minimum three seconds to between
each vehicle at least double this in wet
weather or difficult conditions.

•

Each vehicle is to maintain position in the
convoy and not pass trip leader.

All trip participants have the responsibility
to ensure that any recovery equipment
used during recovery operations on a club
trip is designed, manufactured and rated
for recovery purposes. All equipment used
is to be stamped or carry the
manufacturers tag stipulating the safe
recovery rating of the item of equipment.

•

Vehicles leaving convoy to inform Tail End
Charlie.

•

•

At intersections and obstacles each vehicle
must indicate and ensure the vehicle
behind has negotiated the intersection or
obstacle before proceeding.

All vehicles must carry their own recovery
equipment consistent with the grade of the
trip including: tow strap, snatch strap,
shovel and hand or electric winch.

•

Rated recovery points must be fitted to all
vehicles front and rear.

•

All trip participants are to comply with the
directions of the trip leader or the
appointed recovery coordinator unless
safety would be compromised. Any
member observing an unsafe practice or
unsafe equipment has the responsibility to
alert the trip leader or recovery coordinator
who is to halt the recovery operation until
the practice or equipment is made safe.

•

On steep/slippery hills, vehicle in front to
reach crest before following vehicles
commences climb or descent.

•

In river crossings, where possible, no two
vehicles to be in water at the same time.

•

Gates to be left as found.

•

All drivers are responsible for their
passengers.

•

Members inviting visitors on trips are
responsible for them.

•

Members and visitors attending Club
activities will abide by the decisions and
directions of the trip leader for the safety of
those attending, in respect of route to be
taken, convoy procedure, fire precautions,
care and respect of private property and
dangerous weapons and materials.

For Recoveries
• Trip leader to appoint a recovery leader.
•

Safety to be highest priority.

Other Info
• Members are discouraged from taking dogs
on club trips. The Trip Leader may allow
dogs however, TLCC Darwin will in no way
be held liable for any damages caused by or
any actions taken by the animal, and:
Dogs must not be taken into restricted
areas such as national parks, unless
approval has been sought from the
landowner/National Parks.
The animal must be under control at all
times. The owner of the animal accepts sole
responsibility for the animal and its actions.
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TRI P G R AD E & O F F R O AD
A grading system of Levels 1 - 5 is used to assist members in deciding which
trips they would enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s experience and
ability. This system of grading is a guide only and may change due to weather
conditions. The Trip Leader should be consulted in such circumstances.

Grade 1

Hill Climbs

Very easy with little if any 4x4 involvement.
Will usually consist of a scenic tour or an
easy trip to a camp and/or towing unlikely.

When climbing a 4WD hill, allow vehicle in
front to get over the crest of the hill before
you attempt to follow.



River Crossings

Grade 2

No two vehicles should be in the water at
any one time.

A relatively moderate 4x4 trip with winching
and/or towing unlikely.

Properties



All gates are to be left as found!

Grade 3

Recoveries

A medium 4x4 trip which requires caution
whilst driving. Winching and/or towing
should not be required

In the event of a recovery or accident, the
Trip Leader to appoint a “Recovery Boss”.
Vehicles to keep well clear of operation.
When winches or snatch straps are being
used, all persons are to stand well clear of
cables and straps (at least 1.5 lengths, total
cables and straps in use, in all directions is
recommended), or remain in own vehicle. If
you require the vehicle in front to stop, use
radio, switch lights on and off or use horn.


Grade 4
A moderately difficult 4x4 trip with some
winching and/or towing almost a certainty.


Grade 5
An extremely difficult 4x4 trip. Participates
must be experienced at travelling over
difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will
definitely be required and participants must
have all their own recovery equipment.


Remember to lock and unlock your hubs!
Your vehicle should be fitted with towing
points, painted yellow front and rear.



All drivers are responsible for their
passengers at all times. Visitors on Club trips
are the responsibility of the people who
invited them, but the Trip Leader should
make sure that all visitors are conversant
with these convoy procedures.
All vehicles must carry their own recovery
equipment, consistent with the grade of the
trip, which should consist of towing rope,
strap, winch or tirfor etc, and shovel.
Trip Leader may make any other conditions
for their particular trip at their own
discretion. They must inform all participants
of their intentions before leaving.
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R E AD Y TO G O ?
Things to remember that will help to ensure that all participants
have a safe and enjoyable trip.

Before the Trip
Obtain maps. If possible recce the trip and ask someone who has done it before.


On the day
Conduct a trip briefing, nominate a scribe for the trip report, arrange convoy positions
including Tail End Charlie.


Trip Briefing
Check all present, introduce yourself, new members, visitors etc. Describe the trip in general
and describe any difficult or specific points in detail and planned stops.


Convoy procedures
Trip Leader to appoint “Tail End Charlie” and UHF Channel 10. Observe road rules at all times.
Leave at least 4 vehicle lengths between you and the vehicle in front. All vehicles are
responsible for the following vehicle at turn offs, road crossings, and negotiating obstacles.
Always maintain convoy position, except in unavoidable circumstances. No vehicle is to pass
the Trip Leader unless in an emergency. Vehicles leaving a 4WD convoy for any reason must
inform the Trip Leader and Tail End Charlie.


Don’t Forget!
If you have a suggested trip or would like to lead a trip please see the Trip Coordinator
at the next general meeting!

Remember - Life begins in low range!
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Pine Creek weekend away 28th - 30th January by Tammy Smart
A few members had a quick getaway for the last weekend of school holidays
and headed off to Pine Creek. Kylie, Trinity and Scarlett were joined by Chris
towing his brand new van. While Tammy, Danial, Rhys and Luke also
brought along a friend Alex for the drive. Heading out from Noonamah at
10am the convoy cruised down the highway and taking the scenic Goldfields
Loop via Grove Hill for something a little different.

The road was pretty easy going with small washouts and a little bit of water
across the road. That was until we came across a fallen tree needing the convoy
to ease onto the soft shoulder. Danial & Tammy in the lead car suggested
“hugging the tree” as close as possible, however Chris didn’t want to scratch up
the new van and went a little bit wide. “oops!”. Bogged is not something he
wanted to be! A quick snatch from the cruiser had Chris and the van back on
solid ground.

Unfortunately the Old Grove Hill pub is now closed and there was nothing to
really see, so we continued on. We came across some NTG staff checking out a
fairly deep water crossing – we heeded their advice not to cross as none of us
really wanted to be getting stuck with snapping handbags likely in the area.
So we did some eloquent pirouettes to turn around and continued on our way
back to the Highway.
Alex said his goodbyes at the highway and
returned home, with the rest of the group
continuing onto the Lazy Lizard Caravan
Park in Pine Creek. Chris checked in to set
up his van while Kylie, Danial, Tammy &
the kids went to check out the Pine Creek
lookout.
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After seeing the sites we all headed back to check in and go for a swim – only to
have our hopes dashed with the pool closed for maintenance! Oh well, we had a
quiet couple of hours in the aircon, before a nice pub meal for dinner.
On Saturday we headed into the
world heritage listed Kakadu for a
morning out, checking out some of
the walks and waterfalls in the
southern end of the Park. It was grey
and overcast and at one of the
lookouts we could see the rain
heading our way.

We decided we’d head back to Boulder Creek Falls for
lunch and a swim. On our way the rain caught up to
us, making driving the dirt road pretty interesting
through the torrential downpour.
We arrived at Boulder Creek with the rain still teaming
down. Luckily for Danial and Tammy the boys could reach the fridge and
lunch. Kylie and the girls had a bit of a hard time reaching into the fridge from
inside due to the fridge cage, but they managed! Chris conjured up a snack to
share with Tamari.
After about 10 mins the rain eased
and we all jumped out and walked up
to Boulder Creek Falls. The kids
climbed to the 1st rock pool
overlooking the falls before coming
down and having a natural shower
in the waterfall. After the swim we
headed back to Pine Creek for an afternoon of relaxing and
another nice pub dinner.

We parted ways on
Sunday morning
making our own
way home. It was a
nice weekend away
with a little bit of
adventure and
relaxation thrown in.
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Cooinda February 11-13
Mickey organised to celebrate an early Valentine’s day out at Cooinda Lodge
with the family – the Townley’s, Virgen’s, Pomeroy’s, Smart’s and Chris
Blackham-Davidson all tagged along!

The Virgen’s were first to arrive and were found in the pool on Friday afternoon.
Quickly joined by the Smart’s and Townley’s. We were eventually kicked out
of the pool an hour or so after closing time.

Saturday morning had the Barratt’s, Pomeroy’s and Chris heading off for a
walk around Nourlangie Rock. The Smart’s and Townley’s found themselves
back in the pool, with the Virgen’s no-where to be seen.
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After their morning adventures the Barratt’s and Chris joined everyone in the
pool for a refreshing dip and a couple of beverages. A game of adults against
children pool footy had everyone splashing and jumping for a while, until the
need for some food enticed us out of the pool.
While we were all in the pool John was keeping himself busy topping up the car
with fuel — Now remember this was before fuel prices went through the roof, but
John has access to fuel through his work. Not only did he fill both of his tanks
before heading to Kakadu. He also grabbed a few jerry cans to avoid the need to
get fuel out there at all. He explained this to us as he walked back into his
fancy hotel room stinking to high heavens of diesel. He managed to get as
much on his clothes as he did in his tank!
Later in the evening the Smart’s and Townley’s played a
card game “frustration” before a storm came through to cool
everything down.
Then it was an early Sunday morning for the Barratt’s,
Pomeroy’s and Chris as they jumped on the scenic boat tour
of Yellow Waters Billabong, with the Smart’s and Townley’s
heading back to town after breakfast and everyone else soon after.

Another relaxing weekend in the beautiful Top End.
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4 March—Dinner at PGFC
Kylie arranged a social dinner at the Palmerston Game Fishing Club.
Dinner was enjoyed by Kylie, Stu & the girls, Mickey, Keri & the kids, Deb &
Terry, Eric & Kat, Bill & Lucy, and Neale & Tania. By all accounts the food
was good, and the TLCC almost had the place to themselves!

20 March—Gunn Point
Mickey posted a notice on Facebook late on Saturday for a Sunday
afternoon trip out to Gunn Point. I’m ashamed to say that it has been over
20 years since Danial & I have been out to Gunn Point—in fact the last
time we were out that way it was dirt all the way from the iron bridge—and
we did it in a 2wd Holden Camira! So we were keen to get out there and
have a look around.
We met up with the Barratt’s near the iron bridge
before continuing on to have a squiz at some parts of
the old gaol. It does appear as though some people
have moved into some of the old buildings with signs
up warning of dogs and various household items
around.
We continued down some of
the old tracks most of them
with deep water/mud holes.
We eventually made our way
down onto the beach for a bit
of a drive.
We pulled up to
let the kids play in
the sand, and for
Mickey to test out
his new 80 series
on some of the hill
climbs from the
beach.
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As the tide came in, we made a
dash for higher ground to eat
some dinner and watch the
sunset. We were also lucky
enough to watch a huge storm
roll across Darwin.

As it was dark on the way out
we were trying to avoid the mud
puddles as much as possible.
Mickey successfully navigated
around all of the really big
looking ones, and just thought
he’d have a go through a small
one as we neared the BT… well
Dan & I thought they were
going to disappear, but the
trusty 80 pulled them through.
All in all, a really nice afternoon out.
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Do you want to be part of an extra special members draw?
Do you want to win a cool prize?
Do you want to support your club and have fun at the same time?

If you answered yes, Yes YES! Then do I have a deal for you!
Commencing in May 2022, all members are being given the chance to earn
entries (yes multiple) into a quarterly draw for a prize valued at $100 (or more!).
To enter all you have to do is complete
any, some or all of the following activities
to earn an entry. The more activities you
do, the more entries you earn.
☺ Be Trip Leader
☺ Be a Learner Trip Leader
☺ Organise a Social Event
☺ Volunteer at events or stalls
☺ Submit a Trip Report to the Editor for the Mag
☺ Submit an article or recipe to the Editor for the Mag
☺ Bring along a visitor as a prospective new member

 More activities may be added in the future
Rules (there’s always got to be fine print):
The 1st drawn name is the winner. Entries will be tallied by the Editor and reported in the Mag.
Entries are only valid for the qtr the activity is done or submitted (this means if you are a trip
leader on the last day of the qtr and you submit the trip report to the mag on the 1st day of the
next qtr you get 1 entry in each qtr!). Qtrs are Feb—April, May—July, Aug— Oct, Nov—Jan
and end at midnight the day before the next Club meeting.
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Head on down to the Palmerston Game Fishing Club
on a Friday night to grab a meal and a cold drink.
There’s meat tray raffles,
great food, a fully stocked
bar, it’s air-con and has an
outdoor play area for the kids!
What more could you want?
Support the local club who support TLCC Darwin.
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President

Neale Townley

Vice President

Stuart Wright

Secretary

Tania Townley

Treasurer

Eric Boyle

Fellowship Officer

Chris Blackham-Davidson

Social Coordinator

Kylie Wright

Editor

Tammy Smart

Web Manager

Mark Bailey

Information Manager

Mark Bailey

Social Media Coordinator

Stacey Fawcett

Training Coordinator

Tighe McIntyre

General Committee Member

Duncan Harrison

Trip Coordinator

VACANT

Club Historian

VACANT

Property Officer

VACANT

Training Committee Member

Duncan Harrison

Social Committee Member

Stacey Fawcett

Social Committee Member

Tania Townley

General Committee Member

Mickey Barratt

General Committee Member

Chris Blackham-Davidson

General Committee Member

Stacey Fawcett

Public Officer

Terry Maynard

4WDNT Delegate

Baydon Fawcett

4WDNT Delegate

Tony Virgen

4WDNT Delegate

Mickey Barratt

4WDNT Delegate

Tighe McIntyre

4WDNT Delegate

Bernie Holland

POSITIONS VACANT
We have a number of vacant committee positions still to fill.
If you are able to help out in any of the below positions please
let us know.

Trip Committee Member
Training Committee Member
Social Committee Member
4WDNT Delegate

You can request to join the members
only group. A page administrator from
the club will confirm your membership
and accept your request.
This is the most active of the two pages.

The Club’s public
Facebook page
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Time Waster

Complete this crossword online at
https://crosswordlabs.com/embed/2022-03-08-674

Down

Across

1. Favourite dry season past time

6.

Car brand

2. A fun day trip

8.

A way to get dinner

3. Not something you want to be

10. Essential when camping the Dry

4. Toasted sangas

11. World Heritage listed location

5. A way to communicate

13. Club namesake

7. Another way to get dinner (sponsor)

14. Something to cross a river

9. Not the Black Top

15. A natural shower

11. Bouncy animal

16. The heart of Australia

12. Major sponsor

17. Native dog

 Parts & Accessories

 Cars & Trailers  Camping gear

Send a description and pictures to editor@tlccdarwin.com.au and it will
be posted in the next e-mag.

33

Thanks to ARB for the awesome colouring in pages

